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Cn 
OF THE NATIONALL. 


SYNODE of the Reformed Belgique | 
Churches,affembledatDoxr, 


ANNo 1618, Fontiitha 


Tn vhich SxnoDEwere admitted | 


many Diuines of note,being of 
the Reformed Churches. 


Of GrEAT BrITAINE; 
Of the Countie Palatine of RHeNE, 
OfHass:a, 
Of Or HELVETIA, 
| Of the Correſpondence of WETERAY. 
Of GENEVv 4; 
Of BREME, and 
Of EiaDis. 


Concerning the fiue Articles controuet- 
ted in the Belgique Churches: 


Publiſhed (by reading in Latineinthe great Church | 
| atDORT 7) May 6.1619.tylo nouo, 


g Engliſhed out of the Latine a} 


Trzx PREFACE. 


IN 'T HE N A ME. OF. 
our Lord and Sauiour. 
Izsys Curisr. 
Amen. 


a9 Mongſt the mani- 
ur comforts, which 


> our Teſus Chrift 
AIR \ bath tmparted to his 
Church militant in this troubleſome_. 
pirme e, that 1s deſerned(y extolled 
ichbe ys vnto her at bis departure 
FF ob Father into the heanenly 
A 3 uary 
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Auary , ſaying, I am with you al- 

' wayes vnto 5g end of the, world. - 

 Therrueth of thu comfortable pro- | 
.miſe 1s manifeſted from time to tume | 
in all ages of the ('hurch , which ha- 
uing from the beginning beene oppug- 
ned,not only by the open violence of e- 
nemies,and impiety of heretickes, but 
further by the vnderhand cunning of 
ſeducers, certainely,if at any time the 
Lord ſhould haue left her deſtitute. 
of the guarde of his ſauing preſence, 
ſhe had now long fince beene either op- 

- preſſed by the power of tyrants, or, to 
her vtter ouerthrow , ſeduced by the. 
fraud of impoſtors. 

But that good ſhepheard, who 
tones his flocke to the end, for whom he 
hath layd downe his life, hath alwayes 
opportun ely, and many times miracu- | 
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louſly, with an outftretched arme, re-. | 
preſſed therage of perſecutors, and | 
 diſconered' the winding by-pathes of. | | 
 ſeducers, and ſcattered their fraudu- .- 
lent purpoles.by each of which he hath 
do ſhewed hi-r ſelfe to be_ pre- 
 ſentin his (/hurch. Faire .entdence 
heereof 1s giuen-in the hiflories con- | 
cerning godly Emperonrs, Kings, and. 
Princes,whom the Sonne of God hath | 
fo often raiſed vp for theſafeguara of | 
his Charch aid anc witha holy. 
zeale of his houſe:and by their means. | 
hath not onely curbed the fury of ty- 
rants,but alſo,in his Churches behalf, 
_ whenit grappledwith falſe teachers, | 
 diuerſly corrupting religion, hathpro- | 
cured the remedy of ſacred Synod: : 
wherein the faithful ſjeruants of Chriſt. : 
haueiontly withtheir prayers, coun-  * 
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| The Preface. 
failes., & labours couragiouſly ſtood 
for Gods Church,and bu truth, feare- 
lefty oppoſed he inflruments of Satan, 
.* how-ſoener changing themfelues into 
eA ngels of light, rooted vþthe weeds 
of errors , anddifſention, preſerued 
the Church in agreement of the pure 
religion, and left unto poſterity the 
' fmcere worſhip of God vncorrupted. 


With like fauour our faithful Sa- 


atour- hath ginen a teflimony uf bus 

- graciou prefence at this rime to the. 
tong diſtreſſed (hurch of the Lows. 
Countries, For this (;hurch being by. - 
Gods mighty hand fet free framuhy 
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The Preface. ll 0. 
dofrine,and of diſcipline tothe praiſe |. 
of her God, tht admirableintreaſe of—o ; © 
the weale-pablike,and109 of all other 
reformed Churches, butb firſt couert - 
ly, aftertzards open(y,with mantfold 
both old and new errors beene afſaul- 
ted by one, lames Harmans, al.as 
Arminius, and hu followers, afſu- 
ming the title of Remonſirants;avd 
broaght into ſo greathagardthrough 
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The Preface. 
wrath and indignation) hath witneſ- 
'  ſedts thewhole world, that hee not 
.  - forgerfull of biz couenant , and deſpi- 
 ſerhnor the fipbes of his people. 
_ For whenin- mans wnderilanding + 
ſcarce any hope of al armſeeang's 
Cod did putiinto the mindes of the.” 
motl ilinſtrious and mighty LL. the 
States tartan the united Pro- 
uinces, bythecounſell and diretion of 
the moſt renowned ,..and valiant 
Prince of Orange, todetermine._. 0 
meet withtheſe outragions mfchicfes 
by ſuch lawfull meanes as haue beene 
longtime approued by #heexample of 
tbe Apoſites themſelues,and of the. | 
-(hriſttan Churth following:them-, | 
and alſo beeretofore_— with great be- | 
WF: nefitte-jed euen.in the_, Belgique 
"nl (hnrebit\ſelfe: and:-by their autho- 


” 


rity ta.call together a Synode out of all 
the Prouinces ſubied to their gouern- 
ment, to bee aſſembled at Dort: ma-/ 
ny moſt graue Dunes beeingintrea- 
ted thereto, and obtained\by the fa- 
wour. of. , the moi. high and\mightie 


and of mot: f 4 uſtrious. and potent | 
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Princes, {.antgraues, and Common- 


ment of. /o many Diuines of ther or- 
med (hurches, thoſe opintons of Ar+ 
minius, and hz; followers might at= 
curately bee examined, and determi- 
ned of by the rule of Gods word onely, . 
the true dorine:eilabhiſhed, andthe 
falſe reiefed,and concord,peace, and. 
tranquillity ( by, God's bleſling ) -re- 
 Hored. co the (hurch of \ the Laws. 
Countries. . Thists that good giftof. 
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The Preface. 

God) wherein the Belgique Churches 

triumph, and both humbly confeſſe_, 
 and"thattkefully projeſſe the neuer- 
failingmereies of therr Samour. © 
"Wherefore ( a faft, and publike- 
prayers beving formerly intoyned and 
performed im. all the Belpique Chur- 
ches by the attthoritie. of the chiefe 
eALayiftrate, for the deprecation of 
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femblet{rogether at Dort in the name 
of the-Lord, inflaned withth: loneof 
Godls  bonour q and 'ſaluation of but 
(church, and wvpon the inuocation of 
(rods holy name bound by oathe , that 
th:y wonld hold the Jatred Scripmre 

_ anthe onelyrale of their wverdif, and 
demeant themfelmerin the_ bearing 

- hl dotevmininy of thircanfe m—_ 
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good and upright conſcience, hathdis 
ligently and with great patience labs. 
red heerein,to perſwade the thieft pa- 
tronrof theſe affertions, cigtutro ap- 
peare before them,more largely to'vii- 
fold their opinion concerning the fine. | 
notorious dugnſrraicced 2510 21 $48 af- 
ſo the reaſons of ſuch their opinion. 
But they reiethng'the tudgement of | 
the Synode,andrefuſing to anſwer to 
interrogatories in ſuch manner as was ' 
fitting:when as netther the admonitt- 
03 of the Synod, nor inſtance of the; 
generous and worthy Deputiesof the | 
States Generall , ©nay nor the com> _ 
mand of the ynoſt iliwfirions 15 mph» = 
ty Lords the" States Generall thee Ft < 
felues , conla[prenaile anything at all | 
with them; the Synod", "by the com. = 

nmandement of the ſayd Lords, ube-, 
HR 
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The Preface. 

States General,was faineto take ano- | 
| ther courſe, heeretefore vſed and re- | 
ceiued in ancient Synods. eAnd ſo | 
- the ſearch of their Tenets concer- | 
ning the fine eArticles was vnder- 
taken out of their owne Bookes, Con- | 

feſcions'; and Declarations partly 
heeretofore ſet foorth, partly now ex- | 
hibited to this Synod, th OT 
Which earch, and examination | 
being now by Gods fingular mercie- | 
diſpatched, and finiſhed with all duli- 
gence,conſcience, and faithfulneſſe_, 
and with the ioynt conſent of all and | 
euery one: this Synod for the aduance- | 
ment of Gods glory , for the wphol- | 
ding of that truth which leadeth to | 
Jaluation, and for the maintaining of | 

peace'and tranquillity as well in mens 

conſciences,as m the Beleique( hur- 
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The Preface. 
ches, determineth to publiſh thu their 
Iudgemet, wherein the true dotrine 
agreeable with Gods word, touching 
the fine foreſaid heads of dofrineis 
declared, andihe falſe and diſagree- 
ing with Gods word js reieQed; as fol- 
laweth. ) 
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THE DOCTRINE 
Ox 
PREDESTINATION, 


and the points thereto 
annexed, 


WHICH THE SYNOD. 


of Dor iudgethto beagreeableto 
God's word, and hitherto to hawe beene 


recceiued.in the Reformed 
. Churches) 


Layd open in certaine Articles: 
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FIRST. CHAPTER. 
orheadof Doctrine; namely. 
concerning Gods Prede- 


ſtination. 


The firlt Article. 


Oraſmuch as all men haue fin- | 
ned-in 44am, and are become 
guiltic of the curſe, andeternall 
death , God had donewrong 
vnto no.man, if it had pleaſed 
him to leaue all mankind in fin, 
and vnder the curſe , and to 
condemne them for ſinne : according i to thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle, Rom.3.1 9. All the world is 
guilty before is, And verſe23. Al haze ſinned,. 
and come ſhort of the glory of God. A nd Rom.6.2 3. 
The wages of ji ran 1s death. 
' Bl. 

But heerein was the:loue of God made mani- 
teſt, 1x that he ſent his onely begotten Sonne into the 
world, that whaſocuer beleeueth in hin: might not pe-, 
riſh, but haue 1 ge evvrigfing » 1. Joh, 4. 9 o dot; | 


3.16. 
mL kt 
And thar, men may bee: x brought ynto cb | 
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x Of Divine + Chapt, 


full meſſage, to whom he will, and when he will: 
by whoſe minjfteric, men are called vntorepen- 
trance and faith in Chriſt crucified, Rom.10.14.15 
How ſhall they beleeps in him , of whom they haue_ 
not heard ? and how ſhall they heare without a prea- 
cher ? and how ſhall they preach except they bees 


| ſent ? 
IV 


Whoſoecuer' beleeue not tlieſe'glad rydings,. - 
the wrath of God remaines vpon them : but they 
which: receive them, and embrace our Sautour- 
Teſus with atrueand lively faith', they arc deliue- 
red by him from the wrath of God , and de- 
firuQtion , and, eternal! life is ginen them, 

The cavſe, or fault of this vnbelicfe, as of all* 
other finnes, 15 innowiſein God, butin man.. 
Bur faith io Tefus Chriſt , and ſaluarion through: 
himis the free gift of God,asitis ann by eh 
2.38. By grace yee are ſaued, thr atth, and that” 
net of your ſelues, it is the gift of God. In like ma- 
ner, Phil.1.29. Vito youtt is (freely) ginen tobe-- 
leene in ( brife | | 

fg > | (44 "UF. 


But whereas'in proceſſe oftime, God beſtow- 

_ ethfaith on ſome, and noton others , rhis pro- 
ceedes from his etervall decree, For from the bes 
ginning of the world God knoweth all his workes,; 
Ads 15.18.Epheſ.1,t1i. According to which de- 
cree, hegraciouſly ſoftens the hearts of theeleR, 
howeuer otherwiſe hard, and as forthoſethar: 
Sv 1H . | | | are: | 
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Chapt. Prodedticiniion. | 


arc noteleQt, heiniuſt indgmentleaueth chemro | 
their malice and hatdneſle. -... 

And heereeſpecially is diſcoucred vnto vs.the 
dee pe, and both mercifulland inſt difference pur 
betweene men, equally-loſtz that is to ſay, the 
decreeot Ele&ion,an Reprobation, revealed i in: 
Gods Word: V hich as perucrfe,.impure, and 
waucring men doc wreſt ynto their owne deftru- 
ion, ſoit affords ynſpatkable comfort to ae i 


ly, and religious {oules.. 
.VIL 


Now EleQionisthe vnchangeable purpoſe of 
God, by: which, betare-the: foundation, of the ' 
world according cothe.moſt freepleaſure of: W 
will, and of- his meere grace,out ofall mankinde, 
fallen, through heir ownefault; from, theirkef | 
. Integrity into linneand deſtruQion, he hath cho- 
"ſenia Chriſtvnto ſaluacion a ſet auipber of cer-. 
taine men, neither berter, nor mare, worthyahen 
others, but lying in the common. miſcry;with 0- 
thers : which-Qhriſt alſo from all eternity heap- 

pointedthe Mediator, and Head of: Litho EteR, 
od foundation ot ſaluation; and o hedeerecd. 
to gine.thern-to him-ro ber; aued ; and by! his 
Word, and Spirit, effeftuallyzocall, and draw 
them-to acommunion with him :thatis,togiue 
them atrue faith in. him; to iuſtifie;, ſanRifie; aud | 
finally glorifieaher, becing mighuilykeprinehe | 
communion of his Soane,1o che:tlemonſirating 
of his mercy.; and prive.oh, the. riches of his 
* Ylonoys grace, as: itis Sn PPM Wi "96 
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6 Of Divine (hap.t, 


Hee hath thoſen ws in(Chrift ) before the foundation 
of the world , that wee ſhould bee holy ,} and without 
blame before him it lowe >. 'Hauing predeſtinated vs 
vr the adoption of children by Teſus Chrift unto 
- himſelfe , according to the good pleaſure of his will, to 
, thepraiſe of the glory of his grace , wherein hee hath 
made vs accepted inthe beloued and Rom.#,30.Whom 
hee hath predeſtinated, them alſohee hath'called, ana 
whom he hath called, them alſo\hee hath inſtified,& 
whom he hath zuſtified,them alſo he will glorifie—. 
VIII 
This Ele&:on is notmanifold,butoneand the 
ſame of all, which are to be ſaued , both vader 
the old;& new Teſtament, becauſe the Scripture 
ſpeakes but of 'one only good-pleaſure , purpole, 
atid'counſelt, of thewill of God, by which hee 
hath choſen vs from erernity both vnro grace, 
and glory , both vatoſaluation, and the way of 
ſaluation,which he hatb preparced,that we ſhould 
walke therein. N11 
IX 


This ſayd Ele&ion was made, not vpon' fore- 
ſight of faich , and the obedience of faith, holj- 
neſſe,, ot of any' other good quality, ordiſpo- | 
ſion {asa cauſe or condition before required in _ 
mantobce choſen }* but vnto faith; and the obe- 
dience' of faith , holioefle , &c.” And' therefore 
EleRion is the fountaine of all ſauinggopd;frotn 

_ wheneefaith,holineſſe and the reſidue of ſaving 
gifts, laſtly cuerlaſting lifeit ſelfe/Yoeflow , 2s 
the fruits, adeffeRs thercof; accordingto _ 
+1 Bs of 
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(ap. } Predeftin ati6a, 7 


of the Apoſtle ;Ephef. 1.4. He hath choſenws, (not ' 
becauſe wee were, but)rha wee /howla 49s wr! ; & 
withuiit blamt before him in lowes-' © 
» < + 

Thetrue cauſe of this free EleE&rionis he oli; 
pleaſure of. God, nor conliſting heerein, hat, 
fromfthongall poſeble meanes, he choſe ſome | 
certaine hnnMſes; of ationsof 'men as a condi- 
tion of faluation :burherein, that out ofthe com- 
mon multizude of {inners beculled/ourtohim- 
ſelfe, for his owne peculiat {ſome cerrainepet- 
[ons;6t menyg as itis writren, Rom pg. tr. Yerthe 
children were borne», when they hai neither done_; 
ood nor enill , ec. It was ſayde vntoher (namel y 
 roRebeeca) The eldby [hall ſerue the younger \ as it is * 
written, 1 haue loued Tacob ans hated Eſau;and At _ 
1 3.48. AS many, as were ordained toeternalllife , | 


beleened.. 
X1T 


Andas God himſelfeismoſt aide vadbenlids . 
ble.ommifcient, and-omnipotent:ſo the EleQion 
made by- him can neicher be' interrupted/'nor 
- changed ,reuoked;;ordiſanulted,, _ _ Kviay | 
awayJive theiviumbetUimiaidicd, "o8- 


' X1tI:: +: F-, ES } 
SleGion ; 


Of chikhove erdnatl; and yaa 
vntoſaluation;, theele&iachciviime:{akhough | 
by (overall degrees; preenet oenOy ; 


arcaſſixed/##d thu ſeatc kw ae <f / 
 int&thedepihis anc GEM rardpel | 


Do  chanfelaes; with ſpicirgalbior and:holy 
l 19039 I | 


" : J 
0 " 
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pleaſure,the infallible fruits of cleQis, ſignedour 
vnto vs in Gods word,ſ{uch asare, a true faith in 
Chriſt, a filiall feare of God, griefe for our (innes 
according to God, hungring andtbirſting after 
rightcoulneſle, &c, 
:,\.1|; ALE 

Out of ſenſe, & certainty of this eleKion, the 
childrea of God dayly draw more & more mat- 
cer of humbling themſelues before God , of ado- 
ring thedepth of his mercies, of purifying them- 
ſelues,and of louing him feruently, who firſt lo- 
ned them ſo much: ſo farre is this dodtrine of ele- 
Aion, & the meditation thereof , from making 
them carnally ſecure , -backward in obſeruing 
Gods commaundements, VV hich abuſc by Gods 
iuſt iudgement.is wont to befall thoſe, who either 
raſhly preſume , or vainely and malapartly prate 
of the grace of ele&ion, refuſing withallto walke 
' inthe waycs of the ele, 

ETD. © 5: (NY | 

And as this do@rine touching Gods cle&ion 
was by Gods appointment declared by the Pro- 
phets,Chriſt himſelfe , andthe Apoſtles, aſwel 
ynderthe old Icſtamenr,, as thenewzand after- 
wards commended tothe records of holy Vrit: 
ſoar this day in Gods Church (for which itis pe- 
 culiarly ordeined ) itisto beepropounded with 
the ſpirit of diſcreriongceligioufl y,andholily.injic 
; pvr's and time, without any curiqus ſearching ia- 

tothe waycs of themoſt High, and that tothe 


gloryof Gods moſt holy name, andliely com- 
 Zoxtathis people. -- More- - 


4 —_ OE e- 


. 
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24 TXV Wl: 
| -Moreouer, theholy Scriptureheerein chiefly 
manifeſts, and commends'vnto vs this eternall 
and free grace of our ele&tion, in that it further 
yvitneſſeth, that notall meaarceleRted, bur ſome 
not-ele&cd, or paſſed owerin Gods eternall ele- 
&ion ; vvhom doubtleſſe God'ia his moſtfree, 
molt juſt , vnreprooueable,” and vnchangeable 
pood-pleaſure hath decrced to leauein the com- 

 monmiſeric (vvhercinto by their ovvne default 
rhey. precipitared themſelues) and not to be- 
ttovv laving faith, andthe grace of connerſion 
vpon them, burleauing the in their ovvn vvaies, _ 
and vnder tuſt indgement , at laſt to condemne, 
and cuerlaſtingly puniſh them,noronely fortheir 
vnbelecte, bur alſo for their ovvne ſinnes,*rothe 

' manifeſtation of his juſtice. And this is the de- 

* ctec of Reprobation, vvhich in no vviſe makes 
God the auchor of finne (a thing blaſphemous 
once to conceiue) bara fearcſul}, vareproueable; 
and juſt Judge, and reuenger. fy 

2 GENT | 

Thoſe, vvhoasyetdo noteffeftually perceiue 
in themſelues a lively faith;, ora fire confidence 
of heart in Chriſt, thepeaceof conſcience, an cn- 
deuour of- filial obedience, a glorying in God 
through Chrift,and nevertheleſſe vic the meanes, 
by vvhich God hath promiſed, that he wit vwork. 
theſe things in vs, ſuch as theſe ought norbe'caſt 
dovvneatrthe mention of Reprobation, norrec-. 
kon themſelues amongſtthereprobare, Lots 
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diligetly ge forward in the vſc of thoſe means, & 
ardently deſire, and humbly & reucrently cxpe& 
the good hovvre of more plentifull grace. Much 
lefſethen ought thoſe to be terrified vvith the do- 
arineof Reprobation, vvho, albeit they hartily 
deſire roturne vnto God, to pleaſe him onely, 
and bee deliucred from this body of death , yet 
cannot makeſuch progreſſe in the vyay of godli- 
neſſe, and faith, as they vviſh. For our mercifull 
God hath promiſed that he vvill not quench the 
ſmoaking flaxc, nor breake the ſhaken reede: Bur 
to thoſe, vyho forgetting God, and our Sauiour 
Icſus Chriſt, have yyholly enthralled chemſclues 
to thecaresofthe vyorld, and pleaſures of the 
fleſh, this doarine is not vvithour cauſe terrible, 


ſolong as they are nor ſcrioufly- conuerted vnto 


God. _ 
| XVII. | 
Seeing wee muſtiudge of Gods will by his 
word, vvhich teſtifies voto vs that the children 
of the faithfull areholy, notin theic oyvne na- 
ture , but by benefit of the gracious coucnanr, 
vvheria they together vvith heir parents are c6+ 
priſed ; godly parents ought not to doubr of the 
cletion and faluation of their children, yyvhom - 
God cals out ofthis life in theic infancie. 
| XVIII 
W hoſoever murmures at this grace of free c- 
letion,andſcucrity of iuſt Reprobation,vveſtop: 
his mouth yvith that ofthe Apoſtle, Rom, 9.20, 
Oman who art thon, that replicſt againſt God? ve 


(bap.n, Predeſtination; ar 
thatofour Saviour, Math.26.1 5 . x it not lawful 
for me to doe what 1 will'with mine owne? But vvee : 
for ourpart, religiouſly adoring theſe myſteries,” 
cry out vvith the Apoftle, Rom. 11.33.34-.35.36. _ 
O the depth of the riches both of the wiſedeome , and 
knowledge of God! How waſcarchable are his indge- 
ments, and his wates pait finding out ? For who hath © 
knovne the minde of the Lord ? Or who hath been his 
Counſeller ? Or who hath giuen tohim firſt and it 
be recompenſed to him again ? For of him,aud through 
him, and to him are all things : to him be glory for e- 
Her. AMET. ; 


AREIECTION OF. 
the Errors wherwith the Chur- 


, ches of the Low-Countries hawe now a 
long timebeenetroubled, 


T he Synode hauing deliuered the Oro 


rhodoxedoftrineconcerningElection 
and Reprobation, reieftes the 
crrours of thoſe, 


| We reach, that the will of God to ſane ſach as 
Y [hall beleent, and perſeuere in faith, and the 
obeazence of faith, « the whole and entire decree of E- 

keition unto ſalnation, and that nothing elſe concer-" 

| "WA ning 
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ning this decree is rewealed inthe word of God. For 


theſe teachers decciue the fimpler forgand-plain- 
ly gainſay theholy Scripture, vyhich;yvitneſſeth, 
that God nat only v vill laue fuch as ſhall belicue: 
bur alſo om crernity hath choiep fome certaine 
men, vpon v vhom,rather then others, he vvould 
beRovy taithin Chriſt, and perſcueranhce; asitis 
vvriccen, [ob. 17.6 1haue declared thy names unto 
the men which thu gaweft wee. In like manner, Att. 
1.2. 48.45 724A) 45ers ordained pato eternalitife, 
beleened. And pho tie bath cheſern rirbefore the 
foundation of the world, that we ſhould be traty;ye5 c. 
II | 
 Whiclhngach,; that ze election of God wnto ſal- 


uation is manifold;one general andind efinite;another | 


{ngular, and; defunt': alia this wg aint) exther incon- 
plete. renocable gut ; phas.£96 4,07 conditionall: or elſe 
complete, irreuacable, peremptory.or abſolute. Like- 
vvitc that there # one elettion Unto faith, another 
wn. ſaluation : ſa' that elettion wnto inftifying 
faith may bee without peremprorge- eleftion vn- 
:oſAluation : For this is a ffgment of mans. braine 
deuiſed vvirhout any geound+ in the: Scripture, 
corrupurg the do@rine ofcleftion,and breaking 
that golden chaine of ſaluation.Rom. 8.30. whom 
_ hehathpredeſlinated, them atſo he hath\catted , and 
whom he hath called,them alſo he hath iuſtified, and 


wha be hath waited, them dif he hath lor YG. 7 


n 


| Whoteach, chat thr good pic 
of God, whereof the Seriytare 


C. 
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dottrine of | lettims, doth mot conf;ft herein, that God - 
did elet# /ome certaine men rathey then atihivs 3 but 3Þ 
this,uiz, that God from amone altpofitble conditions 


(anorg#t which are the workes of the Law alſs)ov ont 
of the ranke of all things didchoofe, as a condition on-. 


toſaluation;the act of each (init felfe tanoble)and the 


imperfett obedience of fayth , and w.*s gracioaſly plea. 
ſed torepute it for perfect obedience, and account it 


worthy of the rewara of enerlattin Life. For by this 
 perniciouserror,the good pleaſure of God, and 
metric of Chrift is weakned /befides that, by fireh 
vaprofitable queſtions merrare called off from 
the trueth of free Luſtification , and from the (1n- 
gle plaineneſſe of the Scriptures 3 Jand thar ofthe 
Apoſtle is outfacedas vntrue, 2 Tim, 1,9. God 
Henk called vs with a hoty calling. POE 8£00YAI979 PO'OUY 
workes, but £607 Ang to hyy avon pr poſe ani evace, 


which was giuen to vs through Chrift kf before the | [x4 
world ge: | } 


IV 


 VVho teach, char in the efron o1tofarth this 
jor formerly oy ies 12, That a man vſe 


gh of reafo » that hee bee honeſt, lowly, 
Shy o Det nlifecrrat as ure 
ſamrſorre eteiton acpended on theſe things. For thee 
reachets ane # tang of Pelagius, and, .- 
broad)yenough, celt the Apofilethas heiswide, 
when he" faych', Ephe: 2, 3, &c. me af had our 
JO 4s threes paſt, We of on mw 


FY Of Dtuine ( hap.1, 
falling the will of the fleſh; and of the minde, and were 
by nature the children of wrath, as well zs others, But 
God which ts rich in mercy , through his great lone, 
wherewith he loued vs, cuen when wee were deadin 

 ſimnes, hath quickened vs together with (hriſt ( by 
_ grace ye are ſaued and hath rayſed vs wp together and 
made vs ſit together in heauenly places in Chrift le- 
ſw, that he might ſhew in the ages to come the excee- 
ding riches of Jis grace, in his kindncſſe towards vs 
through Teſus Chriſt. For by grace ye are ſaued through 
faith, and that not of your ſelues : it is the rift of God, 
not of workes, leſt any one ſhould boaſt. 


V 


Who teach, that the incomplete and nat-peremp- 
fory Elettion 1, "ſingular perſons is made by reaſon of 
foreſeene faith, repentance, ſanitity, and godlines be- 
2un,or continued for ſome tim : but the complete,and 
peremptory elettion by reaſon of the finallperſeuerance 
of Foreſeene faith, repentance, ſanttity and godlineſſe ; 
and that this is the gracious , and Enaengelicall wor- 
thineſſe, by which hee that is choſen, becomes worthi- 
 erthen he that is not choſen : and therefore that faith, 
the obedience of fattb, ſanitity, godlineſſe, and perſe- 
werance are not the fruits or effects of unchangeable._ 
eleftion vnto glory, but conditions and cauſes , fine 
quibus non (thatis to ſay, without which athing 
is not broughtto paſlc) before required , and fore- 
ſeene,as already performed by thoſe, who are complete- 
ty t0 bee choſen, A thing repugnantto the whole. 

| Scripture, 


(hap.t. Predeſtination, 5 
Scripture, which every where beats into our cares. 
and hearts, theſe and ſuck likeſayings. Rom. 9, 

I 1, Election is not of workes, but of him that calleth: 
Ads 13,48. As many as were ordained unto life 
etexnall beleened, Ephelians 1. 4, He hath choſenws 

that we ſhould be holy. Toh. 15, 1 6. Te haue not choſen 


ze, but Thaue choſen yow. Rom. 11.6. If of grace, 
not of workes. 1. Toh. 4.10, Heerein is lowe , not that 


we loued God, but that hee firſt loued vs, andſent his 
ſonne, &cs | 


VI 


Who teach, that »o# all elet7ion wnto [aluation 
is unchangeable_ , but that ſome which axe eletted, 
withitanding Gods decree, may periſh , and for exer 
doe periſh: By which groſle error they both make 
God mutable, and oucrthrow the comfort of the. 
podly concerning the certainiety of their faluari- 
on, and contradi&trhe holy Scriptures teaching, 
Matr.24. 24- that the elec? cannot beeſeduced, Joh. 
6.39. that Chriſt doth not logſethoſe which are ginen 
to him of h1s father. Rom.8.30. That God whom. 
he hath predeſtinated, called, reſtified, them hee deeth 


alſo glorifie. 
VII 


Who teach, that z» 7his Life there'ts no fruite, 8 
enſe, no certaznety of immutable eleticom unto glory, - 
but por condition , contingent , andmutable. For = 


16 Of Diuine (hap. i, 
beſides that itis ablurd to make an vncertain cct- 
cainty, theſe things are contrary to the experi- 
ence ofthe godly : who with the Apoſtle, tri- 
ump\ vpon the ſenſe of their eleRion, and extoll 

| this beacfir of God, whorcioyce, with the diſci- 
ples, according tothe admonition of Chriſt, Luc, 
10, 20,that ;heir names arc written inheauen: and 
laſtly who oppoſe the ſenſe of their eleRion a- 
gainftthe fiery darts of diuc|lilh rempratcions,de- 


 manding, Rom. 8, 33, hoſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of Goas elect ? | 


VIII. 


VVho teach, that God ont of his mere tuſt will 
hath not decreed to leaue any man in the fall of CA 
dam, and common ſtate of ſinne and damnation , or to 
paſſe ouer any in the communication of grace neceſſary 
wnto faith and conuer{ion. For that ſtands firme. 
Rom. 9, 18. He hath compaſſion wþon whom he will, 
and whom he will he hardens. And that Marth. 13, 
H. To y0ut giucn to know the myſteries of the king« 
dome of heauen , but to them it is not giuen. In like 
maner, Matth. 1 i ,25,26, 1glorifie thee, o Father, 
Lord of heauen andearth , that thou hait hiddentheſe 
things from the wiſe, and vnderſ{anding men , and 
haſt reuealed them unto babes. Euen ſo,0 Father, be- 
cauſe thy good pleaſure was ſuch. 


*" 


xipb} adi. 4d IX, Who 
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Who reach 5 that the cauſe, 'why 4 | epds the 
Goſpel rather unto this Nation then ta anather, is not | 
rhe meere and onely good pleaſure of God, bat becauſe 
this Nation ts bettex,ax mare motthy of it then that, 
unto which hee_ hath not communicated the Goſpel. | 
For Moſes gainclaics this, ſpeakivg thus vato © 
the people of Trael, Deat.10.14.1 5. Behold, hea- 
wen ang the heauen of heauens is rhe Lords thy God, 
and the earth with all that therein it;yarwrebiflan 
ding the Lord ſet 'his delight in thy futhersto loge; 
them, aud did chuſe their ſeed: aftey hes is OE Oh | 
aboue all people, as appeareth this day 7.9959 "44 
Matth,11.21. Woe cc to thee >; Cr dShroaome metebro 
. thee Bethſaiaa: for if the great workes'whith were 
done in you, had beene done in Tyrus, and Sidow they 
had regentcd long agone in ſackecloth und aſhes, 


” 
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SECOND CHAPTER 
 erheadofDoctrine,concerning 
. Chriits death andtheredemption 


P The ficlt Article: 


— 0 D is nt oncy moſt merciful, 
CCI bur moſt iuft allo. Novy his iu- 
i ==) Nice requires. ( as hee hath reuea- 
CITY Bl led himſelfe in his vvord) that 
ISS<=2 of our ſjnacs committed againſt his 
infioce:Maieſtie, be punilted not vvith tempo- 
rall paines onely, but ercrnall alſo., and thoſe. 
bath of body. and ſoule : vvhich puniſhments 
vvee cam not eſcape,” vnlcſle Gods. tuſtice bee. 
ſatisfied. 


Bur ſceing vye our ſclues cannot make fatif- 
fation, and freeour ſclues fromthe vvrath of 
God, God of his infinite-mercy: hackrgiuen bis. 
onely begotten. ſonne to become a. furety for 
rs, who,that hee might ſatis fie for vs, vvas made: 

 finne, anda curſe'vpon the crofle for vs,.or in 
| | | 188 

This death of the ſonne of God is theon- 

ly, and moſt perfit ſacrifice , and — 

| A , | oy 


ww > © 
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for ſinnes, of infinite price , and value, abun- 
dancly ſufficient to cipiare he ſinnes of the 


vyhole vyorld.. {808 
Iv 


And thercfore ie! death is of ſo; aliat rat 


and Pprics,becauſethe po bly uffered in, 
isnor-onely atruc , , fs perh at 
the onely begotren ſanne of of che 
fmecternall., and RE 1 art " the Fa- 
cher, and the holy, Ghoſt :- ſuch an one a it be- 
* hooued our. Sauiour tobe. -Againe becauſe his 
death vvasioyned vvith a feeling of Gods [i 
and of thecurlc, vyhich vvebad PTdLYone 


lines. on = [bins 
Fonherai orc itisthe promile of thi Goſpel : 


That vvhoſocucr belceves in Chriſt crucified, 
ſhould. nor periſh , but hauc life euerlaſting : 
Which-promiſe together: vyith the_iniunQtion 


of repentance and faith , , ought, romiſcuouſly, 


and vvithout diſtin&ion, to claredand 
bliſhed to allmen and people, ro vvhom Godin 


his gaod pleaſure ads Ng. Galpel... 


But foraſmuch as many beeing, elle & 

No ya doe not tepent , nor-belecue in Chriſt, 

wo” intheir infidelitie, this comes norto 
for vant: of, or by any. inſufficiency of 

the ſacrifice of Chriſt Bed! Fouts crolle, 


butby their roms ER: fault. 


"e | Wir | 5 . pig w | | i 
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But as many as ruely beleeue; hl are FIN 
by: Ons death fram ther, ſinnes , and fancd 
from d eſtruQtion ; they by. Gods grace alone 


fo which hee owes, to meenReAp ) vitery 
on eternity ih. © 


ynro them 
brilt, 6btainTthis benefie,”'f 
WII 77 

_ For this” was the moſt free counſel, gracions 
holy nd ncention of GodrheFathre , tharrhe 

and Going efficacic of thi'moſt' ptecibus 

Wy .of his Ie ſhbuld' manifeſt ir Falſe in all. 
the ci<&; for the beftowing vpon them on] yinſtic 

fi ying faith, and bringingchem infallibly by it vn- 
Ky: 003 like; that ts, God willed, that Chriſt 
bythe blood of his crafſe whereby hee was to- 
cltabliſh, anew couenant ) ſhouldeffeuallyre. 
Fours ont of cuery: people, rribe;. nation, and 
languages: all them', andthemonely , who from 
eteraity. were elected vitro faluation,, and giuen 

to. him of the Father; thar hee ould beſtow 
faith on them ( which as alfo rhe other faning 
gifts of the holy Sr pirit, hee purchaſed forthem. 

Ne by hisdcath) that by his blood he ſhouldcleanſe 

them from alilinpes oth ori inall, and aftnal], 

qu yu be's als ml rethey beleencd, 
We HY i Fel ph nv before re high 


Khout allfp 


This counſel! Fs from kis dal 
| laxetoward the "OP gates of Hell bootleſly- 


reſiſting. 


(Chap.2, OfRedeni nelBnr *\ 
reſiſting it,hath fromthe beginving ofthe world 
ro this preſenie rime, | beene mightily fulfilled, 
& hereafter alſd ſhall be fulfilled :ſo that theeleR 
jn their times muſt bee gatheredimo one z"and 


there muſt always bee ſome Church of thebe- 
 leeuers founded1n theblood of Cheiſt,which co- 


ſtantlylouing , ſteadfaſtly worſhiping , and here 
andfor eucr and cuer prayling him her Saujour, 
who laid downe his life vpon the Croſle for er 


 a5the bridegroome forhis bride, 
A” REIECTIO N_ 


of theErrours, 


T he Synode haning delinered the Or- 


thodoxc Sa: 1110) vue errours of chem; 


V\ HoceachycharGodrhe Father onduined hs 
Sonne wm the death of the cr, £ 
brine I OMEN 1919217 1 
Hiular man expreffesy; grofitte_z, - * 
44 degnity, dnt arr | 
perfet?, m enery reſpis, complete, and intire , tothe. = 
impetration of Chrifts death Jakthough the obtinedre- 

demption had nener aciually beewe apy fied to 2 
ticular preſox.. Forthisaflertion is reprockt i.e 
the wiſsdome of GodtheFarher, & thie metitof 
Tcſus Chriſty 8&contraryrothe Se ripeure;WVherc 

our Sauivier Chriſt (pyck-ſoh.. 10.75. re. epulawas, 


46 Tg. IT 46 4; & [þ+ oY 
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my life far my ſbeepe.. (werl.27.) and Iknow them. 
And the Prophet Iſaiah; ſpeaks thus of our Sa- 
uiour. 1ſa.53.40. heme ſhallmake bisfoule an FA 
fering for ſinne, hee ſhallſee his ſeed, and prolong his 
dayes, + the will of the Lordſball profper im his hand, 
Laſtly:;-iroucrthrowes-an articleof our faith : 
namely that,whercin we belecue, that there is a 
Church. _ H. | 
Who teach, that this was not the end of Chrifts 
aeath, that he might eftabliſh a new concnant of grace 
by his blood, but that he onere onely procure vnto his 
Father the bare right of making againe with men any 
conenarnt whatſoener whether of grace or of workes, 
For this thwartechthe Scripture, which teaches 
that Chriſt is madethe ſurctic, avd mediatonr of a 
better that is,a new conenant; Heb.7.22.% Heb. s. 
15.17.TheTeſtamtt is _— when men are dead. 
ir 
 Whoteach,that Chriſt by his ſatisfattion did not 
certainly merit for any man ſaluatis ut ſelfe 1+ faith, 
by which the ſ@tisfa&#is of (hrift may be effettually 
plied vntoſaluation,but onelyghat he purchaſed to hi 
Father a power, or reſolutio#o emterinto.anew-match 
with mankind, topreſeribe the what new caditions 
ſoeucr 3 7 URN A Ee of which conditions 
ſhould depend wpou mans free will, that therefore 
awry fall out that either no man., or exery ms. 
might fuluill the For thelecſteeme t00to0 baſely 
of Chriſts death, in no wile acknowledging the 
chiefeſt, and moſt excellent fruir , and bencfic 


procured thereby, & call v c the Pclagian 
km vp againc 2 VVho 
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Who hg Conenent of erace which 
God the Father, by the mediatia of Chriſts death madle. 
with men dothaot conf ant ip rp: WEAres 

ified before ſaved by faith,: in ſomuch as: 
pens LO Chriſt:bat Na 
the. exattionof perfit le af torch ine abro- 
geredyepuresfurhiee elfe,c er; "oo | mo 
of faith far profite obedience of the 
thinkesit worthy yrormgls Lo owns} "6 Fl. 
theſeconrradiat fy Fiatoge' RO EN 
_ are dfreel ace | 
obey 2-a0y eſus, ha Wi Gedhach es fe ſet forthtobe 
a reconciliationthroueh b fuk, i his blood. And;wich 
wicked Socinus., i 46; SE in:an.vncouth, and. 
ſtrange iuſtification of man before God, corrary; 
tothe conſent ofche whole Church. 


v 
Who-tcach, that allmoare ky into ehek 
fate of reconciliatign + grace of the couenantyſothat. 
no body ſhall be condenmed for originall ſinne gory int 
reſpeds of it, be liable untodeathor dammation , but 
bn all ax 8 ace pitted, avd freed fromthe euilt of that. 
/iane, For this opinion is.contrary.to the Scrip» 
ruce,, which IE. ATR nature "__ 
children of wrath - * TOE +: 


"Who employ:thediſtindionof 7 _ 
applieatis,to © ng yan nor uſe this op» | : 
chp-2 inco a vecklany oogry MR 5 | "Fl 
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wpo# all men equally theſe benefits, which are procured 
by Chrifts death. «And whereas ſome, rather ther 
others, are made partakers 0 foretaens e of ſaunes , 
and life eternall , that this aiuerſitie depends wor 
their owne free will, applying it felfe unto grace in- 
arfferently offered: but not Upon the ſingular gift of 
mercie, effettnally working in them rather th? others, 


that they may ayply this grace vnto themſelues, For 


they, whileſt they beare the world in hand , thar 
they propound this diftintio with afornd mea- 


_ ning,goc about to make the people drinke of the 


poyſonouscup of win TapRa 

[1 VE | 
_  Whoteach, that Chrift neither could, nor ought 
to die neither did die for thoſe, whom God dearely lo» 
ued , and choſe oxto eternal life , ſeeing ſuth ſigod in 
20 need of Chrifts death. For they contradif the 
Apoſtle, who ſaycth 5 Gal.2. 20. Chriſt loucd 
me , and gaue himſelfe for me. In like manner, 
Rom. 8. 33. ho ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of Gods choſen? it is God that iaftifieth , who 
ſhall condemme? it u Chriſt-which ts dead , ro wit, for 


them, Andovur NA unrOng, loh.10.t5. 7 
A 


This # 


my commandement that ye loe ont another, 


4s T hane loned you:greatey loue theis this hath noman, 


that a man lay gowne his life for his friends. 
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THE THIRD AND 
Fourth Chapters, or Do- 
. | rinall Heads; namely, It 
concerning 
Mans CoRRvPeTION, 
' . Andconucrſionto-God, rogether yiirh + 
BEG belle Difliis Gal of. 5 
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and ſaving  knovyviedge of his 
PIER Sinn pens 
in his yeillandheart with rightega: in all 
his affeftions withpuritic 5and{o vvagiwalt his 
parts, and faculties holy: Burhe, bytheDiutls 
inftigation, and liberticofhisovvnc vvill, revol- 

_ ting from God, bereaued himſcifeof rhefe excel- 
 lenegifts, and contrarivviſe, in licoof them, hee 
gat-in his minde bortibledarkneſſe, vanitie, and- 
crookednellc of iudgement,in his heart atid vvill, 
malice, rebcllion, and 0bduration, and inal his 

of # Hh CASLIOT 095 [| | - | bby! v, 

- Andſuch ax man vvas afterhisfall; ſuch chil- * 
ercn he begat, A Gs iſſue from @cor- 

> " 
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26 Of Converſion. Chap.z, 4 | 


rupt father,this corruption being by the iuſt iudg- 
mcar of God detiued from Adam to all his poſte- 
ritie (Chriſt onely excepted) and that not by imi- 
tation ( as of old the Pelagians yvyould have it ) 
but by the propagation of nature yvith her infe- 
ction. 04.4220? M1 


" | 
HI. 
"- Go - 
, : £ 
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All men thereforeate conceiucd in ſinne, and 
borne the children of. vurach ;wntovvard to all 
good tending to ſaluation,forvvardto euill,dead 

1n {innes, flaucs of fintiez and neither vvill , nor 
can (vvichout the grace of the holy Ghoſt rege- 
ncxating them).ſet ireighr their ovyne crooked 


tyre, pondtformiuchas dwupoic chemſclues to 
gat: (0) OOF oO) By. 


S 
INT. 


Cerces, thereareftill in lapſed man ſome re- 
mainds of the light of nature, by vertue vvhercof 
hc.reteineth ſome printiples concerning God, & 
of things naturall,and of! the difference beryveen. 
good-andeuill, as alſo hee ſheweth ſomecareof 
yertue, andof outyyarddilcipline: Bur ſo farre 
ſhort is hee from bcing enabled by this-inbred- 
light, to come to the fauiing knowvielee of God, 
and to connert himſclfe vnto him, thatheedoth: 
not makeright vſc thereof in naturall things,and 
ciuill affaires : nay, that vyhichiris, hee many 
vvaics defileth it all, and yvith-holdeth itin vt» 
rightcouſacſſe; and by ſo doing becometh'vn- 
exculable before God. © hs 


won Ht 


(hap.3-4+ Of Converſion: 25 
| P ERTIES. LR | $1480 
Asitisvvith him for chelightof-nature, ſois 
it alſo touching the Decalogue,orren Comman»+ 
dements, deliuered cotheTevves from God in 
ſpeciall manner by the hand of Moſes. For, ina(-_ 
muchas the Lavv doth indeed lay open the grie- 
uouſnefſeof ſinne, and moreand more deepely 
atteindeth man atthe barre of Tuftice, butneither 
reacheth forth any remedic, nor affoordeth 
ſtrength towvade out of milcrie, and ſobecing 
- vveakened through rhe Aleſh, it leauerh a finner 
vader the curſe; it is not poſsible that by ita man 
ſhould obraine ſauing _ Gli! 
F _ 
Thattherefore, vyhich ncither the light of nas 
cute, nor the Layy could doe, God bringeth ro 
paſſe by the power of the holy Ghoſt ,, through 
his word, orithe miniſteric of Reconciliation, 
namely the Goſpel concerning the Meſvias, 
wherby ic pleaſed God to ſaue thoſe that belieue,. - 
aſwell vnder the Old, —_ Teſtamene, | 
Vnderthe old Teſtament God diſcloſed vnto 
buta fevy this ſecret of his vvill, butin che nevy 


(che diftinftion of people being taken aig | 
c 


” 


he manifeſteth the ſame vnto many. The cauſe: 

of vvhich his divers diſpenſation is notto be im-. 

puted tothe vyorthinefle of one nation aboucan-' | 

| other, ortothe better viing of the lightofnacure” 

by ſomethen by other-ſome, -bnt to Gods moſt 

tree good-plealure,8 yndeſerued lone. AO v8 
ah | E 2 | Ak 
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28 OfConuerſion. Cap.3.4. 
fore they, to yvhom, vvithout any their good 
deſcrc, ray, notyvithſtanding their ill deſert, fo 
great a fauouris vouchſafed, arebound for4heir 
part, ro acknovvledge the ſame vvith all humili- 
tic, and tha:kfulnefle,and as for others,to whom 
ſuch-grace is not affoorded, witkour curious fit 
ting, to.admire( vvith the Apoſtle) the ſeucritic 
and iuRice of Gods wdgements ypon them. . 
VII aaVd-1 M's 
Now,as many ſacyer as arecalled by the Gol- 
pcl,, are called ſerioufly. For God by his word 
doth ſeriouſly, and moſt truly declare, whar isac- 
ceptable to him, namely, that thofe that are cal- 
led,come vnto him:and moreover doth ſcrioufly 
promiſe coallſuch, as come to him, and belecue 
in-him, reſt for OTTIEh and lite crexnall. 


W hercas njany, beiog called by the Goſpell, 
doc not come, and are not converted; thic default 
15notinthe Goſpell, nor in Chriſt offcred by the 


Golpeh, apehn God, who calleth them by his. 
P 


Goſpel, and moreoucr beſtoyveth diuers ſpeciall 
gifts vpon them, but in themſelves, that are cal- 
led; of vvhom ſome are ſp careleflce, thar they 
giue no entrancearall tothe word of life : others 
entertainc it, but ſuffer ua not tolinke into their 
hcarts, and ſo, having onely a fadivg (mackec of 
ioy, bred by a cempoxary faith, aftervvard bes: 
camexenolers ; orhers chogke the. faedeof the: 
vvword yvich thethornes of vearldly carrs, and: 
icfalyplealurcs,and o brivgfoub no fixiear all, 
6 366 
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as our Sauiour teache:": vs is the parable of the. 
ſovver, Matth. t . | 
But vvhereas others, being called by the mini- 
ſtery of the Goſpel, doe come, and areconuerred, - 
| this is nor'to be aſcribed vnto man, as by his free- 
vvill difftercncing himſclfe from others, enabled 
vvith the ſame, or vvith like ſufficient grace for 
theirbeleefe, and couverſion (lo Pelagias , inthe. 
pride of his herelie, yvould haue it) bur muſt bee 
attributed vnto God, vvho, as hee hath from all 
etcrnity choſco in Chriſt thoſe, that are his, ſo ih 
proceſle of time effetually calleth the, enduing 
them vvich the gift of faith, andrepentance, and 
delivering them out of the poyver of darkeneſle, 
tranſlatethcheminto the kingdome of his Son, 
ro the end, that they ſhould magnihe him, vvho 
hath ſo mightily caffed them'our of darkenefle,. . 


s J i if , 


into this vyvondrous light, and thit they ſhould 
not boaſt in themſelues, but in the Lord, asis of 

ten auouched by the Apoſtle, in many paſliges 
of his Epiſtles. LG | 

T1 XI bs 

Furthermore, vvhereas God rio oro 

this his ovune good-pleaſure in the Eleftgrame- 
ly, when he worketh true converſion in then, he 
netenly prouideth that the Goſpell may be our- 
wardly preached vntothem , and powerfully cn- 
lightneththeirmindes bythe holy Ghoſt, that 
they may vaderſtand aright,” and iudge of the 
lt AHA F3 things 


z0. Of Converſion, Chap.3.4. 
things of the Spirit of God z butallo , by the efhi- 
cacic of the ſame regenerating ſpirit, he pierceth 
into the moſt inward parts of man , whoſe hearr 
beeing cloſe ſhurte vp, he openeth it , being hard 
he ſofrencthit, beeing vacircumciſed he circum- 
ciſeth it, and, as forthe will, heeinfuſeth new 
qualities into it, and maketh itof a dead hearr 
lively, ofan enill good, of a nilling willing, of a 
ftubborne buxome; and ſtirreth it vp alſo, and 
ftrengtheneth it , whereby it is enabled ,, like a 
good tree, to bring foorth the fruites of good 

 workes. | 

XII 


a < 


- And this is that regeneration, ſecond Crea- 
tion, rayſing from the ead,and quickeniog, ( ſo 


often inculcatcd in the holy Scriptures) which 
God worketh in vs, but notwith vs; aodis nor 
brought to paſſe by bare inſtruction, ſounding to 
the outward care , nor by morall inducements, 
no, nor by any kinde of operation ſo caried,that, 
when God hath done hispart, it ſhould remaine . 
in mans choiſeto be, or not to be, regenerate; to 
be,or not to be, conuerted : but is a very ſuper- 
naturally. moſt powerfull , and withall moſt 
ſweewaWonderfull, hidden, and vnſpeakeable - 
workinp, being, forthe mightineſſe thereof ( ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, which are the doubt- 
leſſe word of the. very Authour of this migh- 
ty worke ) npt-infcriour to the creation ef the 
world, orrayling vp the dead. So thar all choſe, 


| in _. 
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in whoſe hearts God worketh after this admira- 
ble manner, are certainely, infallibly, and effe- 
Qually regenerated, and actually beleeue. 
\... Andthenthe will, beeing now renewed , is 
not onely drawne, and mooued'by God, but, 
God hauing now ſer/it on going, it ſelfe alfo 
worketh : Whereupon a maa is rightly ſaid, by 
this grace receiued , himſeclfc to repent, and be= 
leeuc. The [+ eF0T Ha FCI E- 

I WESHELA \ | 4 IBI08 12 1 gt: 

. The faithfull cannot in this lifeartaine to the 
full kiowledge of che manger of this working : 
Le in the micane og, whey. Soren themlelugs, 

 andreſt inthis, natr thatb' the lame, ace 
of God, theyknow4ndi feel, ee id ek 
they belecue, andlouctheir Saviour. 

Sothen faith is thegift of God; notin that ie / 
is profered by God vnto mans ftee-willy but be-' 
cauſe ir is really beſtowed, inſpired, and infuled _ 
into man : likewiſe, notas though God didgiue 
onely a power of beleeuing , and then ſhould. 

- wait the leyſure of mans will for conſenting , or 
for the very aR of belecuing ; but becauſe both. 
the willingneſle to belecue, and the a& itſelfe of 
belcefeis wrought in man by him that worketh 
the will, the deede, and worketh cucn all in all. * 
| XV . 


+ This gtace God owerh ao man. For how 


cele, tl 
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can God become debtourto him , who hath no- 
chivgro giuefirſt;, that ic mightbec recompen- 
ſed ro him againe ? Nay what can God owe him, 
who hath novght of his owne, but ſinne and yn- | 
rruth 2 W hoſocucrthereforc is madepartaker of 
this kinde of grace,euer oweth, and cucrpayeth 
thinkesto'God/onely:: and whoſo bath it noche 
either, framing to bumſclfe corent in what he fin- 
deth in bimſelic, regardeth not all theſe ſpecial 
things, or in carnall ſccirity vainely boafſteth of 
hauing that, which indeed he hath nor. -, . 
Furthermore, as for thole that make outward 
profeſsion ofthe faith, and amend their liues, we 


are , by the example of the Apollles, co iudge, 
atd ck the beltof thewz the Cole of the got 
being to vs vnſcarthable,. Bur asfor thoſe, who 
are notas yet called , wee mult ptay forthem ts 
God, who callcth thoſe things that arc nor, asif 
they were : butin no-wiſe may wee waxeproud 
deainft chem, as if wee our. ſelues' had cauſed 

bt diſtinRtion, whereby wee are made ynlike 
tnem. 


XVI 


On the other fide,as by the fall,man ceaſed not 
to be man, cadued with vaderſtanding and will, 
nor fin, ſpreading ir ſelfe through all mankinde, 

'did abolith nature vvich vs, bur corrupted and 
ſpiritually flevv ir;inlike maner this regenerating 
- grace of God vyotkerh nor vpon men, as if 
arr PE Mnthecgagone.herdothig bobs , 
( 


(hap.z-4. Of Converſion, 33 | 


the vvill , and properties. thereof, or maugre 
conftreine it, but doth ſpiritually revive it,heale, | 
and refific ir, powerfully, and yer gently ply | 
and bendir ; fo that where formerly the rebel. 
lion of the fleſh 7 and tubbornneſſe did domi- 
neere without controule, now a willing , and 
ſyncere obedience ro the Spiric begins to reigne: 
in which change the true.and ſpiricuall a 16 
and freedome of our will doth conliſt - And ' 
ſurely , voleſſe the wonderfull worker of all 
goodngſſe ſhould deale with vs in this ſorc, 
there were no hope left for man to ariſe fromhis_ 
lapſe by his free-will, through which, vvhen hee 
ſtood ſound , hee threvy himſelfe headlonginto 
deftruftion. | RLTT 


XVII 


Moreouer , as that powerfull operation of 
God, by which hee gwueth becing to this our 
naturall life , and ſuſtcineth the ſame, dothnor 
exclude, butrequire the viſe of thoſe meanes, by 
which'it pleaſeth God, according to his wiſe- 
dome and goodnefle, to employ this his owne: 
power : enen fo the aforelaid ſupernaturall 
working of God , by which heregeneraterh ys, _ 
doth in_no wiſe exclude, or ouerthrow the em- 
ployment of the Goſpel, which God, in bis 
oreat wiſdome , hath ordained to be the ſeede 
of regenetation, and food of the ſoule. VWhere- 

. fore, as the Apoſtles , and their Succefſours did 
HONOR ETFIT 9 pioully | 
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. piouſly deliuer vnto the people the dofrine of 
this gr2ce of God , for the aduancing of his 
oloric, and beating downe of all maner g7 pizge; 
and yet withall negle&cd not by holy admoni- 
tions, taken out of the Goſpel, to keepe their 
Chriſtian flockes within the compatle of the 
Word, Sacraments, and exerciſe of diſcipline : 

. ſo in theſe daies alſo farre bee it from cither 

_ teachers, or learners in the Chucch, to preſume 
to tempt God by diſtoyning thoſe things, 
which God, according to his good-pleaſure, 
hath *appointed to goe together vnſeparablic.. 
For by ſuch admonitions grace it (clfe is deriued 
tovs : and the more readily wee performe our 
ducty , thereby is the good gift of God work-- 
ing in vs made more ſenſible vnto vs, and his 
worke it ſclfc beſt commeth to pertetion, To 
the which God alone is due for cucrmore all 
the glory of theſe meahes, and of the ſaving 
fruit, and the efficacy of them. Amen. 


- 


Chap.3.4; Of Conuerſion. 5 
THE REIECTION | | 


of the Errours, 


T he Synode , hating laid downe the 
true doctrine, now reieeth the 
Erronrs. of thoſe. 


Firſt, 


Hat teach, that t cannot well bee_> anouched, 
. 4 that originall ſinne— of it ſelfe is ſufficient fax 
the condemning of all mankind, or for the deſeruing 
temporal and cternall puniſhment. For they goe 
againſt the Apoſtle, who ſaith, Rom.5.12. By one 


"nan ſinne entred into the world, and death by ſin, 
and ſo death paſſed vpon all men, for that all hel? | 
/inned. And verſe 16. The zudgement was by one_) 
to condemnation. Itern Rem.6,23- The wages of 


ſine # death. if 6 
II I 
That teach, that /þirituall gifts, or good qualities 
and vertues ( ſuch as are goodne(ſe, holineſſe_>, and 

righteouſneſſe_», ) could not bee ſeated in the will of 
man, in his firſt creation, and therefore in his fall the 
will could not be bereft of them. For this is contra- 
Ty tothe deſcription of the image of God, layed 
downeby the Apoſtle, Zpheſ 4.24. where hede- 
ſcribeth ir by rightcouſneſle, & holinefſe, which 


doubtleſſeareplaced in the will.” i}; 
G 2 Tha 
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: 

That teach , that z» þ:rituall death no ſpiritual 
gift were ſeparated from the will of man, for that 
the will of it ſelfe was neucr corrupted, but onely en- 
cambred by the darkeneſſe of the uterſtanding,and 
vnrulineſſe of the affettions : which imp'diments be- 
ing remooued, the will may put in re her own? in- 
bred faculty of freedomes. , that is, of her ſelfe will, 
or nill, chooſe, or refuſe any kinde of good ſet before - 
her, Verily;this is anevv-fangle, and erroneous. 

iece of dofrine, bent on purpoſe for the en- 
ADR the forces-of. Free-vvill , contrary to 
that of the Propher Jeremy,cap.17.verſe. 9. The-: 
heart is aeceiptfull aboue all things , and deſperately 
wicked : and chat of the Apoſtle, Epheſ.2.3. 4 


mong whon (namely , children of diſobedience } | 


all we alſo had our conuerſation in times paſt, im the  - 


Luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling the wills of the fleſh, and 


of the minde_., 
IV. 

T hat reach, that a7 wnregererate_ man its not 
properly , nor totally dead: in F. vin , nor deſtitute of 
all ſtrength tending to [þirituall good, but that he «- 
able to hunger wndthirf after riekteonfacſ, or ener- 
laſting life , and to offer the ſacrifice of an humble; 
and contrite heart, ewen ſuch , as ts acceptable to 
Goa. For-thele aſſertions march :againſt the di- 

rect teſtimonies of Scripture, Epheſ22. 1.5. Te were - 
acad intreſpaſſes and ſins. And Ger.6, 5.8 8.21, E- 
ery imagination of the thoughts of mans heart is only 
euilicontinually, Morconer the hungring, and ra - 


a lkito oo. 
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ſing for deliuerance our of miſery, and for life c- 
tetnall,asalſo the offering ro God the ſacrifice of 

a broken heart, is properto the regenerate, and 
ſuch,as are called bleſſed, Plal. 5 1.19,Matth. 5.6, 


v_ 
T hat teach, that corrupt and naturallmancanſs | 

reghtly ſe commongrace_- (by which they meanc 
the light of nature} or thoſe gifts, which are left in | 
him after the fall, that, by the good wſe thereof, he 
may attaine to a greater, namely Euangelicall, or ſa- 
uing grace,and by degrees at length ſaluation it ſelfe, 
eAnd that God,for his part, ſheweth himſelfe ready in 
this maner toreacale Chriſt toall men: ſeeing he doth 
ſafficiently,et cf ficaciouſty affoord to euery mann ec;ſ- 
ſary meanes for the making Chriſt known,eh for faith 

& repentance. tor this 15 conuinced to befalſe,as 

by che experience of all ages in the world,ſoallo 
by the Scriptures, Pſal. 147.1 9,20.He ſheweth his 
word vnto Iacob,his ſtatutes,and his indgements vn- 

to 1ſracl;he hath not dealt ſo with any nation ,and as 
for his tudgements,they haue not knowne them, Aft. 
14.16. Godin times paſt ſuffered all nations to walke 

#n their owne wates, AQ 6.6.7. Paul,and his come 
pany were forbidden of the holy Ghoſt topreach the 
word in _4/1a, And after they were come to Myſia, 
they aſſayed to goe into Bithynia:but the Spirit ſuffred 
them not. | Al 

VI- 


Thatteach , that #2 the true conner/ion of a min 
there cannot bee infuſed by God any new qualities, | 
babits,or guifts into his will:& {othat faith,by which | 


28 Of Conuerſion, ( hap.3.4. q 


-we are firſt conuerted, and from which we are ſtiled 
faithfull,zs not any qualitze ,or guift, infuſed by God, 
but ontly an att of man:and that this faith cannot be 
called a guift otherwiſe then in regard of thepower or 
meanes giuen vs, of attaining it. For theſe ſtrange 
poſitions arc contradiforie to the holy Scrip- 
eures, Which teſtifhe ynto vs , that God doth in- 
fuſe or ſhed downe into our hearts new qualitics 
of faith, obedience, and ſence of his loue roward 
vs. Ierem.31. 3 3.4 willput my law intotheir inward 
parts,and write it in their hearts. Iſa 44. 3. 1will 
powre water pon him,that is thirſty, and floods wpon 
the ary ground: I willpowre my Spirit vpon thy ſced. 
Rom. 5.5. The loue of God is ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the holyGhoſt which i giuen unto vs,They 
contradict alſo the continuall praiſe of the 
Church which vſed to pray after the manner de- 
ſcribed by the Prophet, Cormert me, O Lord, and 7 
ſhall be connerted,lerem.3 1.yer.18. 
VII 
Thatceach, that #he grace, whereby wee are con- 
uerted untoGodgs nothing elſe but a getle inducemet; 
or (as others explarne it ) chat the moit noble kinde of 
working in mans conuerſjon,&r moſt ſutable toour na- 
ture is that which is performed by ſuaſorie motinues ,or 
'aauiſe: and that xo cauſe can bee alleadged,why euen 
ſuchmorall grace allone , ſhould not of naturall men 
make ſþirituall : nay moreouer, that God doth nat 
proauce the conſent of our will otherwiſe, then by way 
of morall counſailing : and that the efjicacie of Gods 
working, wherein Jet exceeacth the working of the_> 
; BE Denill, 
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Deuill, conſifteth in this, that the Denill promiſeth 
temporary thines,but God thin 7s eternall, For t his. 
is downe-right Pelagianiſme,and warrteth againſt 
the whole courſe of the Scriptures : which be- 
ſides this ſwaſory kinde of moouing, acknow- _ 
ledge in the coucriion of a man, another manner 
working of Gods fpirit,and that more diuine, 8 
offarre greater efficacie , Ezek.36.26, I will grue 
you a new heart, anew ſpirit will Tput within you; 
and 1 will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh , 
and 1 will zine you an _ of fleſh,exc. 
17 WS Wit” 
That teach , that God, 77 regenerating am4n, 
doth not employ that ommipotent ſtrength , whereby 
he may powerfully ex :nfallibly bow,and bend his voill 
wnto faith, and connerſion: but that allthe gracious 
operations (which God vſeth for our conerſion) beet 
accompliſhed , nenertheleſſe man cau withſtand God, 
and hts holy Spirit , intending that mans conuerfion,. 
yea and oftentimes doth neake attnall reſiſtance, tothe © 
utter defeating of his owne regeneration : ſothat it 
lieth in mans power to bee,or not to beegregenerate_). 
Forthis amounteth to no leſle, then the denying 
all efficacy to Gods grace in our conuerlion, and 
rothe ſubicting che worke of the (Almighty vn- * 
tro the will of man: which is flatce contrary to the 


do&rineofthe Apoſtles, &phe/. 1. 19. That wee 


beleene according to the "Oy of his mizhty power. 


And 2. Thefſ. 1.11. that Goa fulfllethall the good 


pleaſure of his goodneſſe, andthe worke of faith with 
power. And2.Pet.1,3.that Gods power hath giuen 


vnio 
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wntovs all things, that partaine vntolife , and goa- 
lineſſe. M4 1 , Y 


| Thatteach,thar grace and free-will are coparce- 
ning cauſes , zoyntly wap; to the beginning of 
conner/ion; and that grace doth not in order of cauſa- 
Itty goe before the attion of the will : that is, That 
God doth not effettually helpe mans will unto comuer - 
ſion,before the will of man mooueth, and determfeth 
or ſetleth it ſelfe thereanto, For this doQrine was*. 
long ſithens condemned bythe ancicar Churgh# 
among the Pe/az/ar errors, out ofthe Apoſtles < 
authority,Rom.9.16. 1t is not of him that willeth , 
zor of him that runneth , but of God, that ſheweth 
mercy. And 1.Cor.4.7. Who maketh thee to differ- 
from another? and what haſt thou that thou dzdefſt 
20t receaue? Item Phil, 2. 13. It is God , which 
worketh in you, bothto will, and to doe, of his good 
pleaſures {Lf 


ws 
1} THE 
FIFTH CHAPTER; 
or Doctrinall head, which is 
concerning the perſeneranct of 
the Saints. 


_ Thefirſt Article. 


"I 


> Js Homſocuer God according to 
EDEN his purpolc, cals vato the fel- 
"E007 /&S lovyſhip of his Sonne our Lord 
FAD CAV/SY! Iclus Chrift,and regeneratesby 
TEES] the holy Spirit, thoſe certainely, 
= SZM'9 wen inthis life, hee frees from 
the dominion of finne, and flauery vnder (inne, + 
but not alcogether fromthe fleſh, and bodyof. 
f1ane. | +. 8 
I \f 
From henceariſe in holy men daily ſinnes of 
ihfirmitie, and euen their beſt vyorkes haue their 
blemiſhes, vyhich yeelde vnto them perpetuall 
matter of humbling them(ſclues before God, of 
making their recourſevnto Chriſt crucified ,.of 
mortifying the fleſh more and wore by the Spirir 
of prayer, and by holy and godly cxerciſes, and 
of ſtriving and ſighing after thegoale ofperfeQi-. 
on, (o long till, being Gelivered from.this body of- 
death,they mayreigne yvith the LambofGodin 
the heauens. $1.2 | 
EE Mites - By 
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vt 

By reaſon of theſe reliques of ſinnes dwellifg 
in them, and beſides his, the rettprations of the 
world, and Sathan, they, v vhbich are ednuerted, 
could not continue in the Rate of grace, if they 
were leftto their owne ſttengrh:but Godis faith- 
full, vvho mercifolly confirmes them in that 
grace, vvhetcin he hath once accepted them, and 
mightily preſerueth rheryirt che ſame, cucn vnto 
the end. 

HH f 


But, alrhiongfrtharpovver of God,confirming, 
and keeping: the” uy m—_ in oe ſtare of 
ce; is greater, thercanpdsi onercome 
bychefleth : neviertheleſſe they, prod con- | 
uerted; are notalyvaiesſo lead, and mooued by 
God, thattticy.cannorthrough their ovvnefaule, 
- ſiray, and-depart from' the guidance of gracein 
ſomeparticular ations, and bee ſeduced by the 
concupiſcence of the fleſh, and giue vvay vnto 
the ſame. Wherefore they muſt continually 
vvatch,andpray,thatthey be notlcad intatemp- 
tation. Which'vyhenthey do oot, it is not onely 
poſsible;that they ſhould be caricd avvay by the 
fleſh, the yvorld, and the Dinecll, into greeuous, 
and heinous ſinnes, but ſometimes aIfo, by Gods 
iuſtpermiſsion; theyare carried avvay: Which 
thelamentable filles of Dawd;Prrer, andother of 
the Saines, deferibed vmto vs inthe Scripture,cui- 
; deny fhevy, | | Sd 
" _ | Novy, 
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V l 

Nevv, by ſuch enormous finne they greatly 
oftcad God, incurre the guilt ef ror the 
holy Spirit, breake off the exereile of faithymoſt 
grieuouſly vyound the conſcience, novy & then | 
tora time looſe the fenle of grace, vntilt, vpon 
their returning into the vray by a crucand car- | 
neſt repentance, Gods fatherly caumenance ſhine 


againe vpon them. 
VI 


For God, vvho is rich-in mercy , accordingto 

' the vnchangeable purpoſe of ckfion, doth nog 
vyholy rake avvay bis boly Spirit from bis, no. 
notin their gricuous flips, nor ſuffers them: ro 
vvander ſofarre, asta fall avvay; from: the grace 
mittho fin vnto death, eragainfithe holy Ghoſt, 
or to be altogether forſaken of him, and throvy 

themſclues headiong into: eucrlaſting deſtrufi- 


ON, \ 
VU. 
Fox kr(tof all, in theſe ſlips, bee-preferuethin 


them.char his immortall ſeede, ( by-vvhicts they: 
vere once borneagaine)that.itdye not, norbce 
loſt by them : afrervvard, by his. YVord,aad Spi- 
rit, he effeyglly, and cerainely renevveth chem, 
aoaine vntorepentance, fo that they do heartily, 
andragcotdingumna God, gricue: forthcir finnes = 
committed, angvyirh-acontrice bear byfairhin 
blood of the Mediator, crauing forgiuencs of: 
1m,0btaine it, recouertheapprebenſion of the. 11.0Y 
| | | | a 


4.4 Of the perſenerance ( hap.s. 
fauour of God reconciled vnto them, adore his 
mercies and faithfulneſſe, and from thence for- 


vvard more carefully yvorke out their faſuation 
yvich feare and trembling. 


VIII 
So, not by their ovvne merits, or ſtrength, but 


by Gods free mercy,they obtaine thus much,thar 


they. neither corally fall from faith, and grace, 
nor continue tothe end in their fals, and periſh : 
vvhich, in regard ofthemſelues,not onely full ca- 
ſily might, but doubtleſſe vvould come to paſle : 


yctinreſpet of God it cannot ſofall out ; fince' 


neither his counſaile can be changed,nor his pro- 
mile faile , nor the calling according to his pur- 


poſe be rcuoked, nor Chriſts merir, interceſsion, 


and cuſtody be made of none effet, nor the ſca- 


ling ofthe holy Spirit be fruſtrated, or defaced. 


IX 
. Of this preſeruation of the ele& vnto ſaluati- 
on, & perſeuecrance of true belceuers in the faith, 


the faithfull themſclues may beand are aſcertai- 


ned, according to the mcaſure of their faith , 
by vvhich they afſuredly belceve, that they are, 
and ſhall for euer continue rrue, and lively mem- 
bers of the Church, and chat they haue remiſi- 
' onof their linnes, and everlaſting lite. 

X 


- And therefore this certainty is not fromany 


ſpeciall reuclation made beſide, or yvithour the 


vyord, bur fr faith in Gods promiſes, vvhich he' 
hath moſt plentifully reucaled in bis yyord for 


our 
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our comfort, from the teſtimonie of the holy Spi- 
rit , bearing witne(ſe with our ſpirit that we are the 
ſores of Goa, and heires. Rom.$.16. Laſtly, from 
a ſerious and holy care of keeping a geod con- 
ſcience, and endeuour of 'good yvorkes. And 
if Gods choſen ſhould vyanr in this vvorld this 
ſolide comfort of obtaining the viforie, and this 
infallible pledge and carneſt of eternall glory, 
they vyere ſurely of all menthe moſt miſerable. 


XI 


Neuecrtheleſſe, the Scriptures vvitneſle, thar- 
the faichfull doe vvraſtle in this life vvich diuers 
doubts of the flelh, and being plunged in decpe 
temptations, doe not alyvaics percciue in them- 
ſclues this full aſſurance of faith, and certaintic of 

xerſeuerance : But God, the Father of all conſo-. 
ation , Suffers them not tobee tempted aboxe that , 
they are able, but with the temptation makes away 
to eſcape. 1, Cor.10.13. and by his holy Spirit 
rcuiucth inthem the certaintie of perſcuerance. 


XII 


Novyv ſo farre is aſſurance of perſeverance in” 
the truely faichfull from makiog them proud} 
and caroally ſecure, that, on the: contraric; iris: 
the very roote of humilitie , of filiall reuerence,: 
of true godlineſle , of patience in all conflitsy 


of ferucat prayer, of conſtancic in bearing the 
crolle, andan:contclsing Gods rachandlator 
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ſolideioy in Gad : and that morequer the confi- 
deratian of this beacks becommeth a goad, ar 
ſpuxre, (0 incite them to a (erious, and continual 
cxerciſe at thankfulnefle, and good workes as 
appoeareth by che teſtimonies af the Scriptures, 
andcxamplcsotthe Saints, 
XII 
Nor goth the reujued confidence of perfeve- 
rance beget wantonneſle, or re: kelefſe negle& of 
_ picticinthoſe, who are reſtored vpon their fall, 
but a farre greater care to walke mote circum- 
ſpeRty inthe wajes of the Lord, which are pre- 
paredro this end, that by walkipg therein they 
may holde faſt the certaintie of their perſeig- 
rance 3left by reaſon of theabuſe of his fatherly 
bountie, Gods gracious countenance (the behol- 
ding whereofis ſweeter then life to the godly,the 
withdrawing more bitter then death ) bee againe 
turnedaway from them , and ſo become more 
gricuoufly wracked in conſcience, then before. 


| XIII 

And, as it pleaſed God to beginne this his 
worke of grace in vs by the preaching of the 
Goſpel, ſo by. bearing, reading , medication. ex- 
horrations, threates, and:promiles. of the ſame, 
asalſo þy.the.y/c ob the Sacraments, he maintai- 
neth, coptinuetb, and perficteth his ſaid-gracious 
wotke. 4 | | 


'Pbis do&rine concerning the pony 
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_ of theSaints. 
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of triie mn ,and Sdn , and the certaintie 
thereof ( yvbich God:o the P40 his.name, - 
and comfort 4: wy Gare hath by "£81 
dantly revealed in his word, 46d imprinteth in 
the hearts of the faithfull) howſocuer fleſh and 
aw 14 a it nor, Sathan hates it, the: 
vyorld laughes at ir, ignorant men and hypo- 
ctires tle ,anderro ly cous Bk 299 AYP it, 
ycttlie Spouſe of Chriſt hath alwaics moſt ten- | 
derly loued , and conſtantly defended.ir, as a 
crea{ure of vnualuable price, Which that ſhee 
may ſtill doe, God vyill prouide, and bring to. 
paile: againſt vvyhom neither can any counſaile | 
auaile,nor ftrength pretiajle. 
Tovykith'onely Godthe Faiies Sounezagg, 
holy Ghoſt, bEhonout', ahdglofte for eucr and; 
cuer. Amen. Wig | 


THE REIECTION 
ofthe Errors touching the 
 Doftrineof the Perſene- 


ranceof the Saints. 


T he Synode hauing bilo the Or- 


thodoxe doctrine, now proceedeth 
| Foaiſauow the errors of thoſe ; 


Firſt, 


\ 


T Hat teach, that the perſeuerance of the faith- 


full is not an effett of elettion, or any zift of God, 
purchaſed by the death of Chriſt, but that it 1s a cond;- 
rion of the new couenant ; which is to bee performed 
. on mans part , by his owne free-will, before his (as 
they themſclucs ſpeake_). peremprory eleftion 4nd 
A. For the holy Scripture witneſleth , 
that it folloyves ypon eleion , and is giuen to 
the ele&t by vertue of Chrifts death, reſurre&ion, 
and interceſsion, Rom.8.32.&c. Hee that ſpared 
net his owne ſonne , but deliuered htm wp for vs all, 
how ſhall hee not with hint. alſo freely giue ws all 
things? who ſhall lay any thing tothe charge of Gods 
eletF? It ts God, that inſtifieth , who #4-hee that con- 
aemmeth ? 1t is (hriſt , that died, yea or rather, that 
& riſen againe , who ts euen at the right hand of God, | 
who alſo maketh interce/on for vs, Who ſhall ſepa- 
rate vs from the loue of Chriſt ? | 
IT That 


wi 


Chap.5. of th p Geeks TY mr" 


Thatteach , that God zndeede furniſheth the, 
faithfall man with ſufficient ſtrength to perſenere_, 
and is ready to maintaine that ſtrength in him, if hee 
himelfe be not wanting to his duety : yet, norwith- 
ſtanding, when as all habilittes neceſſary untoperſe- 
werance, and all things, which God ts pleaſed to wſe_s. 

for thepreſeruation of faith, are granted, and ſet im 
readineſJe, that it ſtill remayneth inthe choiſe_2, and 


pleaſure of mans will to perſeuere_, or not. For this . 


opinion isealily diſcouered tobe an impe of Pe. 
lagtaniſme : which, whileſt it ſtriues to make man 
free , makes him ſacrilegious , contrary to the v- 
niforme, and perpetuall conſent of Euangelicall 
Doftrine, which quite ſtrippeth man of all mat- 
ter of boaſting, and aſcribeth the glory of this 
benefit tro Gods grace onely : and. contrary to 
the Apoſtle, witneſsing,thatit is God , who ſha 


conferme 1/5 euen vntotheend, that we ma y be blame- 


leſje in the day of our Lerd Jeſus Chriſt. © - 
HI LIN! 
T hat teach, that the regenerate, and true belee- 


uers, not onely may totally , and finally fall from in- 


Hos faith, as alſo from grace, and ſaluation,but 


that frequently alſo they indeede doe fall fromall 


theſe, and periſh enerlaſtinglie>. For this opinion 


makes the very grace of iuſtification,and regene- | 

ration, and Chriſts continuall cuſtody yoyde,and 

of noeffe, contrary tothe cxpreſſe words of S*, 

Paul, Rom. 5.8.cc. Whilewe wereyet finners,(hriſt 

dicd for vs ; mach more then beeiug now iuſtified 7 
| Wai is 
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his blood, wee ſhall be ſaued from wrath through him. 
And contrary to the Apoſtle Saint /o4z, 1.104. 3. 
9. IWhoſoener ts borne of God, doth'not commt ſinne: 
for his ſeede remayneth in him, neither can he ſinne, 
becauſe he ts borne of God. And allo contrary tothe 
words of our Saniour, oh.1028.29. 7 2iuc eter- 
zall life unto my ſheepe_», and they ſhall nexcy periſh, 
neithe; ſhall any plucke them out of my hand : my Fa- 
ther which gane them mee_z.is greater then all; and 
none is able to plucke them out of my Fathers hand, 


IV 
Thatreach, that the regenerat, and truely faith- 
full, may (inne the ſinne vnto cath, or againſt the 
holy Ghoſt. Whereas the ſame Apoſtle om, in 


the fifth Chapter of his farſt Epiſtle, having (ver, 
16 )made mention of ſuch, as ſinned vntodeath, 
and forbiddes to pray for them, preſently /verl, 
18.) addeth z wee know, that, wheſoeuer is borne of 
God , fenneth not ( towit that kinde of linne ) but 
hee, that is begotten of God, keepeth himſelfe-, and. 
that wicked one toucheth him not. 


That teach, that »o certarnt uture perſeuc- 
rance can be had in this life, a1 5 Gran pur 
zi0n. For by this doarine the ſolid com...c of 
true belecuersin this life, is quite taken away,and 
the doQrine of doubtfulneſſe ( auouched by the 
Papiſts.) is brought againe into-the Church. 
Whercas the holy Scripture cucry-where. Tony 

| En: 


Chaps. = of che Stats, Rn 


eth this aſſurance, not from ſpeciall, and extraor- 
dinary reuelation, but from che proper markes 
and {ignes of Gods children, and fromthe vafai-. 

| lablepromiſes made by God himſelfe : Eſpeci- 
ally the Apoſtle, Fom.8.39. No creatureis able to 
ſeparate vs from the lout of' God , which is j1 Ieſus | 
Chriſt. And Saint /ohn, 1.Joh. 3.24. He that keep | 
eth his commanadements, awelleth in him, and hee in 
him : and hereby we know, that he abideth in vs,cuew 


by the ſpirit, which he hath ginen vs. 


11.4 VT. 
That teach, that the Doctrine maintayning a(ſht-. 
raxce of perſeuerance, and of ſaluation, is, of it owne 
 mature,and guiſe, aſoft pillow for the fleſh, and hurt-. 
full to good maners, goalineſſe, praying,and other holy. 
courſes : and contrariwiſe , that it is a very commens 
dable thing to bee doubtfull of ſuch perſeuerance_. 
For the oppoſcrs of thts aſſurance doe cuident- 
ly thew, that they know notthepowerfulncſle 
of Gods grace, nor the operation of the holy 
Ghoſt dvvelling in the heart, and- ſpare not to. 
outface the Apoſtle Saint 79hz , affirming the 
contrary in' expreſſe termes, I. Joh 3.2. 3, Be- 
loued, now are wee the ſonnes of God, and it doth 
not yet appeare, what wee ſhall bee : but wee know, 
that, when hee ſhall appeare , wee ſhall be like him: 
for wee ſhall ſee him as hee is, eAnd euery man, 
that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelfe , euen 
as he is pure. They arc alſo refuted , by the ex+ 
amples of holy men, both in the oldandoevy 
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but of incorruptible, 


Thatreach,that Chriftmener preyed for the; 
als infallible perſe 
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Teſtament, vvho ,though. vvell aſſured of their 
ovvne perſeuerance and fſaluation , yer- gaue 
not oucr prayers, and other exerciſes of: godli- 
 nefle.. 


VII 


Thar teach; that the faith of thoſe, that belrene_ 
but for a ſeaſon, differeth not from inſtifying and [4+ 
aing faith, but onely in reſpett of continuance, For: 
Chriſt himſelfe, Mar.13.20.and Luke 18.1 3. ma- 
nifcſtly. putteth a-threefold diſpariſon betweene 
cemporiſers,, and true belecuers ; ſaying , that: 
thoſereceiue the [cede in a ſtony ground, theſe in 
good ground; tharis, in an honeſt & good heart: 
thoſe wanrroote, theſchaue a faſt roore : thoſe- 
are fruitkeſſe , theſe bring foorth their fruit with- 
diverſftie of ycelde, and that with patience, that: 
1s, with conltancic, and perſeucrance. . 


VII 


That teach;that z# is not abſard,that xman ſhould * 
looſe his farft regeneration, and bee againe and againe 
new-borne ſpiritually. Forthey,, that teach this, 
do thereby deny the vacorruptibleneſſe of that 
divine ſcede, whereof we are borne ancw:: con-. 
traryto theteftimony of the Apoſtle, S*. Peter, r, 
Pet.1 2.3. Being borne 


a8 ane, uot of corruptible ſeed, 


IX 
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rradi&t Chriſt himlclfe,faying to Peter, Luk. 22, 
1 haxe prayed for thee, that thy faith faile nat : _ 


faith.. Forthey con- 


alſo witneſsing,(Ioh.17, 20.)that himſelfe pray- 
ed, not onely for his Apoſtles , but allo Frall, 
that ſhould bckeue by their word', when he 
faide, (verſe 11.) Holy Father , keepe throuch 
thine owne name thoſe, whom thou haſt giuen 
mee. Andverle 15. 1pray not, thou ſhouldeſt 
rake thers out of the world, but that thou (houldeſt 


keepe them from the enill. 


The Conclufion . 


A Nd this is the plaine, ſimple, and naturall 
-& explication of che Orthodox Doarine, 
concerning the five Articles controuereed in 
the vnited Prouinces of the Low-countreys , 
as alſo the reieQion of thoſe errours , where- 
with the Churches of che ſayde Netherlands, 
haue for a time beene much troubled. VWhich 
their determination , the Synode holdeth to bee 
taken outof Geds word, andagrecable to the 
Cofclsions ofthe Reformed Churches. VWheres« 
byir manifeſtly appeareth, with how ſmalleruth, 
equitie, or chariry, ſome, whom ſuch dealings 
leaſt beſeemed , hauelabourcd cobeare inco the 
peoples heads, pe Ca þ.7 
That, the dofirine—of the Reformed Churches,” 
concerning Predeftination and the other points there- - 
t; doth, of its owne bent ; and inclina-- 


on 
| A off amor rt 4, oy and pic- 
ty-that it is the cuſhion, which the Dell layethron- 


der our fſh,the very cafe of Saran gut of mich be 


 whichthereformed Chur 


54 The Condluſion,. 
layeth watch for all, woundeth moſi men, ana firiketh 
dean very many, with the darts, as well of diſpaire, as 
of ſecurity. | 

Thatch 
w#inft, a tyrant au hypocrite ; andthat it « nothing 
elſe, but a patched compoſare of Stoiciſme , Manicheif- 
me Libertiniſme,andTurciſme_, 

T hat,it maketh men carnallyſerare,as being there- 
by perfwaded, that the Ele, line they how they liſt , 
mnſt needes be ſaued, and therefore may on Gods name 
runne through all the outrazious wvillenies in-the_ 
world : and contrariwiſe , that it booteth nat the Re« 
probates for their ſaluatio,though they ſhould ſ[yneere« 
_ ty performe all the good works , which anySaint hath 

KDRe. | 


That,by & we are taught that God,out of his owne | 


abſolute will,c meere purpoſe, without any reſpeet at 
all of ſinne,hath fore-ordaynea,and createdthe farre 


ereateſt part of men in the world,zo be daned for ener. 


That,as Elettion is the fountaine andoriginall cauſe 
of faith and good workes, ſo in like manner Reproba- 
tion is the cauſe of infidelity,and wickedneſſe_. 
That, many of the children of the faithfull are in 
their infancy,without any guilt at all taken from their 
mothers breaſts , andtyrannouſly caſt ys. into 


helk-fire; ſothat neither the Sacramet of Baptiſme nor = 


the prayers of the Church at their baptiſiue, can at all 
perl rrinkgy :: wiithes 
Ang many other oblo 


uics of this fircine; 


bþ 
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hallcheirhcart. - - 
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admit,bur alſo dereſt wix 


doctrine maketh God the author of, "nne, 
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The'Concluſion:: 


Wherefore this Synod, holden at Dore, re» 
queſteth,, and inthe nameofthe Lord adiureth, 
all., whoſocuer in godly. zeale call vpon the 
name of our Saujour. Teſus Chriſt , chat they 
would be pleaſed to judge of the :doArine ofthe 
reformed Churches; not out of calumnies raked 
vp hereaudthere,no norout of thepriuateTzzers 
of fome., whetherold.or new,doQors, &:thoſe 
oftentimes cirher ſiniſterly cited, or corrupted,or 
ſtreined co a-ſence: neuer intended by. the Au-_ 
chors, but out of the publiſhed Canfeſsions of 
the Churchesthemſclues, and- (fortheſe points) 
out of this Dcclaration:of orthodoxe doarine 
agreed vpon, and'enacted by.the.joynt conſent 
ofall and cucry themembersof.this whole Sy- 
node. | 
And,asfor raſh,and flanderous ttaducers, the 

Synodearneſtlyaducrtiſcth them to looke vato. | 
it,and conſider how heauy an account theyareto 
give vatoGod,chat bearcfalle wimeſſc againſt lo 
many Churches, and ſo many Charch-confe(- 
ſions, trouble the conſciences ofthe Veake,and 
labour to draw the ſociety of true beleeuers into- 
ſiſpition with many. 
 Laſtly,this Synodecxhorteth all their Fellow» 
Miniſters of the Goſpel,to hauea pious, and re- 
ligious care, inthe handling. of this Doarine, . 
whether in ſchooles, or pulpits; and whenſoe- 
ner they vndertake it by word, or pen, diſcreetly + 
to accommodate the ſame to the aduaycement 
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of Gods glorie , tothe promoting of holineſle of 
life, and ro the comforting ofafflited,8& affrigh- 
red foules : to frame not onely their indgement, 
| but alſo their ſtile of ſpeach, to the ſquare of the 
Scriptures, and ſutably to the analogy of Faith : 
Laftlic to forbeare all fuch phraſes , or maner of 
ſpeach , as paſſe the bounds, ſer out vnto vs, of 
x right meaning of the holy Scriptures , and 
withall give wayward wranglers iuſt occaſion of 
eraducing,or ſlandring thedoQrine of the Kefor- 
med Churches. 
The Sonneof God Teſus Chriſt , who ſitting 
at the right hand of his Father , beſtoweth gifts 
on men ,ſanQihe vsinhis truth , bring backe in-+ 
co the way of truth thoſe that are gone aſtray, 
ſtoppe the mouths of thoſe, that flander ſound 
doarine , endue the faithful Miniſters of his 
word, with the fpirit of wiſdome and diſcretion, 
that all they vtter,may tend to the glory of God, 
and edification of theirhearers, Amen. 
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' &;Thisis our opinion and 


iudgement, 


Fn wi = whereof we haue beret to 
_ ſubſcribed. BE FI. 


Ohanmes Bagermannits, Miniſter of thi Charch f 

Lewerden, and Preſident of the Synode.. 1 

Iacobus Rolandus, Miniſter of the Church of <Am- SG |. 
fteraam, and ON rn Pre ſident.. 96 : 

Hermannus Faukelius, M., ws the Church of 1. 
Middelburg and 14 55 wo F e ſaid Preſident. 

Sebaſtianus Damman, Minifter of the Church o I: 11 
Zutphen, and Secretaryto the Synode. 

Feſtus Hommins, Minifter of the Church of *9: 
den, ana Secretarytothe Je. 


CErom GREAT B R 1TA | Da ; 


George, Biſhop of Landef: | 
Tohn Dauenant, Prieft; We and oublite Pro.” 
feſſor of Dininity in the Vamerſity camo dil | If 

* Maſter of QucentsCalledge there. + ts; 
Samuel 2a , Prieſt, Dottor of Diuinity, Archdes. 
con of Taunton, and Haiter of Sidney Colledgr in the Wilt; 
Vniner (ite of args, 4 | 
Thema Goad, Prieſt; Dodtor. of Diuinity, chieft- 
Chaqunter of the Cathedrall (hnrch of 'S, Paul in Lan: 
don. | K Gualger 


"9" 1" 
Guatter Belcagquall, a Scotch-man, Prieſt, Batche- 
lour of Dininitie. 


CFrom the County Palatine of the 
(0 RHENE. 


Abraham Scultetus Dottor of Dininit LW Pro- 
' feſſtr of the ſameintheVninerſity of Heiaelberg. 
Wd Toffanus, Dottor of Diuenity , and Couns 
ſailer in the Evcleſraſticall Senate of the lower Pala- 
tinate. wy oa bhab ho 
Henricus CAltingins, Doctor of Diuinity, and Pro 
Heſfor thereof in the Yniner(ity of Heidelberg. | 


- 


CFrom HASS1A. 

Georgines Cruciger, Dottor of Dininity, Profeſſor, 
exd now Rettor Pele Vninerſity of Manwe. mT 

Paulus Steinius, Preacher of the.Conrt, and Profeſ- | 
for im the (Uledge of Gentry, calted Adelphicum 
_ . Mauritanum, at Ca#els. 

Daniel _Angelocrator, Miniſter of the (hurch of 
Marpurg, and ſuperintendent of the neighbour Chur- 
ches, "Yew Lann, end Edaer. OLE T0 


 Rodolphus Goclenins the elder , chi + Profe or of 
fond hal ro 


in the Vninerity of Marpurg , and 
wow Deaxe iaere, ET LI Go 


E From Zy1TSERLAND- 
Jonannes Iacobus Breytingeras, Minifter of the 
TI "R Chiral ; 
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Church Zurik., 
wifer of the Chareh #2 Frame. 


Sebaſtianus Beckins, Dottor of Dininity, and Pro- 
feſfor of the news. new Tefament i in the Vitiaerſity if. Rept, 
and Deane of the faculty of Diuinity there. © * 

Walgangus Mayerus, Doctor of Diuinity, and Paſtor io 
of the Charch of Baſile. 
Johannes Conradus Cockins, __ of rheCharch 


off Srephuſe. 
bh 
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Iohannes Henricus, Alſteding, ordinary Profeſar 
in the famous Naſſauique Schoole at Herborne. 

Georgius Fabricius Miniſter of the Church of Win- 
dech in the County of _ ana DR vas 1. is ng 
ings Charches..'. 


CEcom the contend 1chan | 
_ of GENEVA. | 


Tohannes Deodatus,a Paſterin the Church of Gene: 
me, and Profeſſor of Diajnity there. 
Thegdorus Tronchinas, Miniiter £5 ones WORN 
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"as Martinius,Reftor of of the famous Schoole 
of Breme, and Profeſſor of Diuinity'in the ſane. 

'Hevricus Iſſelburg; Doctor of Dininty, the ſeruant 
of Ieſiss Chriſt at the - Pariſh of the Uirgin Mary in 
the Church of Breme, and Profeſſor of the New Tefta- 
ment in the Schoole there. \ - 

Laudouicus Crocius, Dottar of Dininity, Miniſter 
S. Martins Pariſh in the Church of breme, and'in t 
famous Schoole there Profeſſor of. the Old Teſtament, 
and praiticall philoſophy. 
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« From the nag eel, Gd Church 
Of EMBDEN. | We 2's 
| 


' Daniel And PY Eilbemins, the ancient ot Paſo of 
the Church of Embden. 


Ritzins Lucas Grimes \ hot or of the Churih 
TO”. 
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Franciſcus Gomarus Decfour of Dininiry , 4nd Pro: 


eſſour in the Uninerſityof Gr onningen,and Orland. 
JF howoin Thins, Pt of (ſour of Dininity in the re- 
nowned Schoole of Harderwik inGelderland, 
Antonius Waleus, Paſtor of the Church of Mildel: 
burg, and called from eretownmed $1 there; a- 
mevg other Dinines to the Synode. Va ob 6 


PrompheDurckyaf Ga nks- -LAND 
Wo and County NETOETE 


\ Gilichnad St ks eng Dottour of of Dininity and Pa- 
ſtor of the Church of Arnhem. 
A av wp a Mehes , Paſtor of Fc Charch of Harder- 
wick. 
Johannes gol, , Miniſter Ae eld. 
 JacobusVerheyaen, Elaer of the (hurch of Numee- 
hen, and Rettor of the ſchoole there. 1.1 


*From'South-HoL LAND. 


Bulthaſar Lydius M.F. Pattor of Gods Chack in 
the city of Dore... .. GED 
\Heniicns rmvlds Preacher af Dep. ph 
 Giubertus UVaetina Paſtor of the Church of Auyſden.. 
Arnoldus Muſius ab Holy Bailif of Seuth- GS, 
Eldergfahe Chinrch of Dors.)\: | 
{O”_ Leh Elaer of: the Church of Leyden, 


x 


... 


 CFrom No RTHHOLL AND" 


Lzcobus Trielanaius, Miniſter of the Church w Am 
ſterdam. 
. CAbrahamus 4 Dooreſlaer, Ag of the Clayen 
of Enchuſen. ; 
Sammel Bartholdas, Pa#tor of the Church of Moni- 
chodam, © 
Theodor us Heyngius, Elder of the Church of Aw 
ſterdam. 
Dominicus ab Heemskerck, Elder of the CFarey of 
Amſterdam. 


yr 


From Zzp-L A ND. 
Godefridns Pdemannus, Paſtor # the Church f Zu 


rick-2ee. 
Cornelius Regius, Paſtar of the Church of Ter voſe. 
Lambertus ; Cork tA of the Church of. os 
Up Zo0n. 


Joſias Vosbergius, Elder of the Church of Middle- 


bare. 
Adrienus Hoſferus, {oun(ailer of the Towne of 
Church there. 


Zurick-ſee, and Elder of the 


CFrom the Prouince eo VT KE CH. 


= Diblezins,, Miniſter of Dort nanny T 
the Orthodoxe " HVirecht. f ; | 
Arnoldus 
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eArnoldus Oorteampius, Pattous of the Churchof 
CFrom FRIESLAND.. 


Florentins lohannis, Seraant of leſuz (hriff cruct- 
fied, tn the Church of Snek. | 


philippus Danielis Eilſhemins,Paftor of the Church 


of Harling. I | 
—_— Harinxma aDonia, Elder of the Church of <.. 
Leneran. 


Tacitus ab Ayſma, Elder of the Churches in Buir- 
girt, Hichtum, and Hartwardt. | 


CFromOverISELL  _-_ 


| (4ſparus Sibelius, Paſtour of the Church of Denen- 
fey. F ; | EE 4 
Hermannus Wiferding, Miniſter of the Goſpel of 
(rift, inthe Church of Swoll. hf  HREÞ T4 
Hieronymus Vogelins, Paſtor of the Church of Haſs 
felt, now deputed by the Orthodox (hurch of Campers, 
Johannes Langias, Preacher of woollenhoof. | 
wilhelmus a Broickhuyſenten Doerne, deputed for 
an Elder. * d! | 
_ Joaunes 4 Lauwick, deputed for an Elder. 


Efrom the Towneof GRONNIN GEN), 
_, andrhe Terricoriesthercabour, - | 
Cornelius Hillewius, the SEruant of Chriſt inthe : 

Clanrch of Gronmmmegen. 
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4 
Georgius Placius, Paſtor of the Church of Aping- 
dam. | | 
wolfganeus Agricola, Miniſter of the Church of 
Bedam, | 
wigboldus Homerus , Minifter of the Chuch of 


Midawold. | 
Egbertus Hulbes, Elder of the Church of Gronnin- 


gen. 


Toannes Rufelaert, Elder of the (harch of Stedum. 


C From DRENT. 


Themo ab Aſſcheberg,Paitor of the Church of Mep- 
elen. 
: Patroelus Romelingius, Paſtour of the Church of 
Rhine. 


 CFromthe WAL LoN Churches. 


Daxicl Colonius, Miniſter of the Church of Leyden, 
and Regent of the (Colledge of wallons in the Vniner ſis 
ty of Leyden. 

Joannes Crucius, Miniſter of Harleim. 

Toarnnes Doucher, Miniſter of Viuisſhing. 

leremias de Ponrs, Miniſter off the Wallon Church 
at Middleburz. WHT! 

Emerardus Beckerus, Elder of the wallon Charch at 
Middleburg. f/ Bj 
Petrus Pontanis, Elaer of the Church in Am#er- 
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controuetted points, were thus jodged anden- 


mighty LL. the States generall, appointed for 
the Synod, haue here ſet ro our hands. 


C From GELDERLA ND. 


chy of Gelderland, and County of {utphen. | 
Henricus van Eſſen , Counſeller of the Datchy of 
Gelderland, and County of {iphen. 


CFrom Ho LL AND. 


Walrausms de Brederode. 
Hugo Muys van Holy. 
Jacobus Boelins. 


Gerardus de Nieuburch. 
CE From ZEELAND. 


Symon Scotte, Counſeller and. Secretary of they" 
Towne of Middleburg 
' . Jacobus Campe y Counſeller of the States £4 We 
land. 


C From the Prouinceof V TR tr C H'T. 


Fredericus van Iuylen van Nyeneht. 
Wilhelmus var Hardenelt. 


—— ww 


Wis 5 teſtifie,that al " premiſſes,touching the FR 


ated, wee the Deputies of the Illuftrious and | 


Martinus Gregory, Dottor,( ounſailer of the Dut- 


A 


L CrFrom -. 


C From Far E SLAND. 


las gek ib Aylua. Connſailer of the States of 
wy Griet-man of Eaft "pexriur] 
Erneſtus ab Harinxma, chiefe Counſeller in the_ 
Prouinciall Court of Frieſland, 


CFromOverlssEr. 
Henriuus Hagen, 


C From GRONNINGEN, andthe: 
OMLANDS. 


Hieronymus Isbrants. LV-D. 
Edzardus Iacobus Clart 4 Stedum, 


And Daniel Heinſius, Secretary40 the faid VWor-- 
hipfull Deputies. 


THE SENTENCE 


of the Synod concerning 


the Remonſtrants. 


E- HE truth, by Gods grace, bee- 
'Y ing hitherto cxplained,and main- 
-3 tained, errors reie&ed, and vniuſt 
:& calumnics remooued out of the 
d) way; this Synode of Dort, ( of 
whoſe taske this part yet re- 
maines ) doth ſerioufſy, vehemently, and by the 
authority {which according to Gods word, it 
obtaines over all the members of her Churches) 
in Chriſts name intrear, cxhort, warne , anden- 
joyne all, and cuery Paſtor of Churchesin the 
wynited Prouinces, al Profeſſors, DoRours, and 
Retors of Vaiuerſities, and Schooles, and bric- 
fly all-in generall, to whom either the charge of 
ſoules, or inſtruction 0f.youth.iscommitted that | 
they abandoning the fiue knowne Articles of the 
Remonſtrants) which are both erroneous in them- | 
ſclues, and lurking holes for other errours) for 
their parts,andas much as in themlicth, preſerue, 
cleare,and vnteinted, this vyuholſome doQrine'of 


andexpoundir app at 
people and youth z and. dil 
vſcof it, vvhich vyillbe mc 
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profitable both in life and in death voto them: 
that they inftraX with mildneſſe, and enforme 
with the.euidence of truth, ſuch of the locke as 
wander, andareof another mind, becing carried 
out of the way with new opinions (if at any time 
God (hall give vato them repentancero acknaow- 
ledgethe truth) that, becing reſtored roa better 
minde, they may wich one ſpirir,mourh, faith, & 


loue, returne againe vnto the Church of God, 


and Communion of Saints. Thar fo at the laſt, 

the wound of the Church beeing cloſed vp, and 
orowen together, all the members thereot may 
haue one heart, and oneſoulec in the Lord. 


And, foraſmuch as there are fome gone out 


from among vs vnder the title of Remonſtrants 
( which name of Remorſtrants as allo of Contra- 
Remonſtrants,the S vx 0D thinks fit hencefoorth 
for cuer to be forgotten and aboliſhed ) who, vi- 
olating the diſcipline, and order of the Church, 
and contemning the admonirions, & iudgements 
of their brethren,hauve by their fatious projets, 
and vnlawfull mcanes greatly, and very dange- 
rouſly troubled, about theſe points of doarine, 
the Netherland Churches, hecretofore moſt lou- 
riſhing, &linked together in faith;and louc:hauc 


renewed old and naxious errors, and alſo forged 


new ; diſperſing them among the people both in 
publike, and private, by word, and writing; and 
moſt eagerly maintainingthem : moreouer have, 


ders, and reproaches , to difgracc the dofrine 


without meaſure,or ceaſe, layed on load of flan- 


hicherco - 


oy» mpy pI 
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| hithertoreceiued intheſe Churches: & filled all | 
places farre and neere with ſcandals, dilſenſtons, 
rurmoyles, & [cruples of conſcience : which hei+ 
nous offences againſt the faith , againſt charity, | 
againſt good maners,& againſt the vnity 8 peace 
of the Church , ſecing they arenor ſufferable in 
any, certatnely-in Paſtorsthey.muſt of neceſsity 
be puniſhed with a very ſeuere cenſure, ſuchas | 
' hath in all ages beene inflicted by the Chuch in 
ſuch caſes. WP | 
Heereupon the Synod, hauing called vpon 
Gods moſt holy name, well knowing cheir owne | 
authority, warranted our of Gods word, inſi- 
ſing inthe footſteps of all lawfullSynods,as well 
ancient, as thoſe of later times, and ſtrengthened 
with the authority of moſt Illuſtrious LL. the-/ 
States General, declaxeth, 8 iudgeth choſePaſtors, 
who were leaders of faftions, & parties,andtea- 
chers oferrors, to be held guilty and conui& of 
corrupting religion , rending the vanity of the 
Church,and rayſing moſt grieuous ſcandals; and 
moreouer thoſe that were cited to this Synode, 
to be further guilty of intolerablecontumacie a- 
gainſt rhe decrees of the Ye okbrgn Magiſtrate 
publiſhed in this Synode , and againſt chis vene- 
rable Synode it felfe. 
- For which cauſes the Synode firſt of all , ftrait- 
ly inhibireth and debarreth the ſaide cited per- 
ſons,from all Eccleſiaſticall funQtion, diſcharges 
them of their places,andalſo holds them FO 
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| thy of any office in the Vniuerlities, vntill by 
ſerious repentance , fully cuidenced by their 
contrary -words , ations, andendeauours,they 
| make ſatisfa&ion vnto the Church , and bee 
| truely and fully reconciled vnto her , andre-cn- 
tertained into the communion thereof, VWhich 
wee moſt heartily wiſh in our Lord and Sa- 
uviour Chriſt, for their owne good , and theioy 
ofthe whole Church. | 

But as for the reſt of whom this Nationall 
Synod hath not taken notice, wee commit them 
{ according to the accuſtomed order) to the 
Prouinciall Synods , Claſſes, and Presbyteries: 
which are to provide with all diligence , that 


preſent, nor haue cauſe to fearc it for the time 
ro come : to diffinguiſh , with the ſpirit of dif 
- cretion,betweenethe followers of thoſe errours, 

namely to depriue with all ſpecde the ſtubborne, 
clamorus , fatious, and turbulent, of their Ec- 
cleſiaſticall and Scholaftical Offices , which be- 
long to the cogniſance of thoſe Synods : for 


delay , vpon the receipt ofthe Iudgement of this 
Narionall Synode (the licence and authority of 


ble and mcere together, leſt by lingring and flac- 
keneſle , the miſchicfe gather ſtrength , and ger 
furcher ground, But as for thoſe, that haue fal- 
len off through weakeneſle , beeing tranſported 


- 


the Church may neither receine any hurt forthe. 


which purpoſe we warne thEpreſetly,& without - 


the Magiſtratebeing obtained thereto) roaſſem- 


by 


Py £ y 455 / Apr 
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by the ttorme ofthe: rimes, and happily waver, 
yea or diſſent in marters of leſſer moment, yet are 
modeſt, peaccable, of blamelefſe conuerſation, 
and willing to bee berrer inſtructed, they are ro 
prouoke and ſtirre vp ſuch , with all gentleneſle, 
charity and patience, to true and perfe& concord 
with the Church : yet with this pron//o, thar they 
bee very cautelous, that they admit none into 
the ſacred Myniſtery, who ſhall refuſe to ſub: 
ſcribe vato, and teach the Do&rine declared in 
theſe Synodicall Conſtitutions : and furcher , 
that they. retaine none in the Miniſterie , by 
whole manifeſt diſſention,the Docrine, with ſo 
vniucrſalla conſent ,.approoued in this Synode, 
may beempeached ,and the concord of Paſtors, 
le tranquillicy of the Church againe diſtur» 
ed. 
Moreouer , this venerable Synode, carneſtly 
aduiſcth all Eccleſiaſticall aſſemblies to bee care- 
full and watchful, oucr the flockes commirred 
their charge , in time to meet withall innoua- 
tions, couertly-ſpringing vp in the Church ,& 
to pluck.vp ſuch tares out ofthe Lords fielde: 
likewiſe, that they haue a ſpeciall eye and care 
ouer Schooles, and the Goucrnours of Schooles, 
Teſt by priuate and crooked opinions inſtilled in- 
to youth , the like michiefe heereafter grow 
againe vpon the Church, and Common= 
wealth, | 
Finally, as this Synode yceldeth humble. 
gi thankes 
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the Stares Generall of the vnited Prouinces, for 
thac in ſo ncedfull and ſeaſonable a time, they 
have reliencd the afflited and decayed eſtate of 
this Church, by affoording the remedy of a Sy- 
nod, recciued into their protection the trueand 
faith full ſeruants of God; taken order to haue the 
pledge of all bleſsings, and of Gods preſence, 
namely thetruth of his VVord, religioufly, and 
holily preſerued , tn their Dominions,and ſpared 
neither coſt , nor paines , to aduance and perfe&tt 
| ſogreata worke (for which good offices per- 
formed by them , the Synode moſt heartily 
wiſheth of God, a moſt plentifull both ſpiricuall, 
and temporal reward, into the boſomes of them 


al in the publike, and of cuery of them in their 


particulat:.) ſo alſo it further earncſtly , and 
humbly entreats the ſaide moſt gracious LL. 
that they would bee pleaſed, to will and com- 
mad th's wholeſome Do&rine,faithfully expreſ- 
ſed by this Synode, according to Gods word, 
and the conſent of the Reformed Churches,to 
bee ſolely and pPRaney raught in their Dom 
nions; to nippe in the headall vpſtarting here- 
ſies, anderrors; to curbe vnquiec and turbulent 


ſpirits; ſtill roapproue themſelues true and 1o-, 


ving Foſtcr-Farhers of the Church ; to ratific 
this Synodicall Sentence decreed againſt the 


forementioned perſons,according to the Eccleſi-! 


aſticall authority , confirmed by the lawes of be 
MTN i Land: 


thankes to the moſt Illuſtrious, and mighty LL. 


of *Remonitrants. wy 
Land : and laſtly, by their approbatien, and 
ſlrength'of their authority thereto added, to con- 


frme the determinations concluded by this Sy- 
node, and make them for euer :duiolable. 


Subſcribed in the name, and by the 


appointmentofthe SYNOD E. 


Sebatianus Damman, Secretary of the Synode. $7 1 
Feſtus Hommins, Paſtor of the Charchof Lejaen,. | 
and Regiſter of the N «trownall Synode. 


Fn witneſſe of the enafting hereof, 
Da 


ANIEL HE1NS IVS. 
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Generall. 


APSR ex 77 F Fllates gencrall of the united 


Yee! | Con Praviaces of the Netherlands to all 
9 | oh EE that ſhall ſee, or reade theſe preſents, 


: GREETING, | 
S 2Ey WHEREAS, for the abo- 


liſhimen: of iboſc lag capa and moſt hurefull 
controperſigs, famy yearcy ſipce (to the gr es da- 
mage of gur Qn:yyeglc, and breech of c yrag 
Charch-peace) raiſed about the notorious fiue_ 
erties, (localled ) and the points appendant 
thergop, We theught fig, accardin ngfo the goed 
courfe vſually taken both in Gods Church gene- 
rally, and parcicularly in the Belgique Church It 
felfe, ro. ſummon a National Sy mop of all the 
Churchesof our vnited Prouinces, to be aſlem- 
—_ atDor r; and for the better celebrating the 
1 dy to the eſpgciall benefitof theſe li 
tries, haue, vvithout ſpaccof our labour or char- 
2es,requeſted,and obteined ro be ſentthirher ma- 
ny vvorthy, learned, and notable Divines of the 
Reformed Churches 1n divers forrcine Nati- 
ons,as by their ſeueral ſubſcriptions vnto the Sy- 
nodicall ludgement dothappeare: and haucalſo, 
for the well Fer of the ſaid $ Tag Pael 
or 


of the States generall, 


for euery ſcucrall Prouinceout Delegetes,who by 
their preſence from the beginning to the ending. 
of the Selsions of that Aſſembly,mighetake care, 
chat all rhings might be catriedtliere /according 
to our ſyncere intention) in the feare of God, in 
decent order, and by the rule of Gods word one- ' 
ly. Ard whereas the ſaid Synode hath now, by 
Gods fingular bleſsing, with fo ioynta conſent 
of all and euery, as vvell Strangers, as Nomeſti- 
ques,giucn their ludgment concerning theafore- 
faid Headsof dodQrine , and hart moreover paſ- 
ſed s Synodicall cenfure vponithe Teachers of 
thoſe ettonious points; afdalfo, with oar know- 
kdge,and contferit, hath vpontheſhxcof May laft 
paſt, publiſhed the ſaide decrees arid feritence : 
W zz , being. defirons , thit the Churches of 
theſe Countries may fully enioy che! fruirof this 
great,and holy VVorke, (being ſuck astlieRe- 
formed C hurches nener ſaw before)and hofding 
nothing more dere, aormore pertwlentto'our 
charge, thert rhe glorie of Gods mot facred 
name, the maintaining: and ſpreadirig of the true 
Reformed Religion (vvhich is the fouridation = 
of ourproſperitic, andthe bond of combiriari- 
on) amongtlie confederats Provinces ) then the 
concord; peace,andtranquility of 6utf Churches 
asalſo- rhe preſeruing' of coffefporidence , and 
communion betvweere the Chwrchits vvithin 
theſe Countries, anÞA! orher ferreive Refor- 
med Churches , forty wwhficl® vveneitiicr ity, - 
nor: can diſfewer ous flies » iawire varpen, rd 
| | M 2 cogniſed, 
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cogniſed, and duly examined and vveighed the 
aforeſaid /rdgement and Sentence of the Synode, 
hauc fully in all points approued, coatirmed,and 
ratified; and by theſe preſents doe approue, con- 
firme, andratihe the ſame. | 
" Hercby wi{ize allo, and ordamming, that no 
doctrine concerming the aforcſaid five dorinall 
Heads, other then that, vvhich {hall be confor- 
mable and agrecing vvich the forenamed ludge- 
»:ext,{hall be taught, or ſpread in the Churches 
of theſe Countries. And accordingly, we enioyne 
and commaund all Ecclcſiaſtique Aflemblies, 
all C hurch- Miniſters, Protefſors , and Doors 
of Diuinitic, Reors of Colledges, and all and 
eucry one, vvhom theſe things may any vvay 
concerne, faithfully and ſyncercly to follovy the 
ſame, and to conforme themſelues thereunto in 
the performance of their Miniſtery, 8 funRions, 
And to the end that our good intention may 
attaine full cffet on all {ides, wee enioyne, and 
command, the States Generals, and Deputies of 
States,the'Counlellors, and Deputics of the Pro- 
uinces of -Gelders, Zutphen, Holland, & Weſt- 
friefand, Zeland, Vrtreche, Frieſland,Ouer-Ilel, 
Gronning, and the Omlands, and all other Of- 
ficers, Iudges, and Iufticers, to obſerue and main- 
taine, & cauſeto be obſerued & maintained, the 


aforeſaid Synodicall 1udgement, vvith theapper- 


renances: ſo that neither chemſclues make any 


1mmutation of them, nor ſuffer to bee arrempted 


by others in any ſort : For that wee hold, and | 
| 1 xudge 5 


- : 
* 


of the States generall, © 77 


indgethis courſe neceſſarie to bee taken for the 
promoting of Gods glory , for the vvelfare and 
ſecuring ot this State and torthe peace and tran- 
quility of chis Church. 


Ginen vader our Seale, ſigned by owr Preſident , and 
ſubſcribed by our Secretarie , at Graucahage, 
141,2. 1619, A. Piloos. 


By order from the Gaid States | 
Vir Generall. 


C.AargnnN, 
7 


The Scale in red waxe ynderneath. 
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SENTENCE OF. 

the Nationall SynNoDE 

8 _ of Dorr, 

Concerning che doctrine of CONR ADVS 
VorsTrvs, Door in 

Diutnity. 
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VV hereto 1s annexed the D &- 


CREE of the Illuftrious apd mighty © ah 
the Eſtates of BoBand and Weſtl-Erieſland, 


enſuing vpon the ſaid ſentence. 


Ra? Hereas it hath pleaſed 
33- {hc high and mightic 
Le fo LL. the States generall, by 
AY their noble and worchy 
JP Commilſsioners , to re- 

D\ VERA Reo quirethis Synode, to de- 

SY CS A liver ſummarily their 
H4 UPY OSS 1udgement concerning 

the Diwvinitie, or Dorine broached by Conradus 

7arſtiur;, Door of Duinitiein his writings, and 
withall ro declare , whether ſuch his doarine be 
fic to bee taught in the reformed Churches or 

Schooles, as wholc{ome and tending to edifica- 

tion, or might without breich of pietie be tolera- 

ted inthe ſame: this venerable Synode, hauing in 


the 


"f 
- 
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the feare of God duely weighed , and examined 
the premiſſes,hach with toyntſuftrages declared, 
and by this preſent ſentencedorh declare, That 
the ſaid Comrade YVorſtzus ( beſides that concerning 
the five controverted Articles, hedefendeth and 
maintaineth the errors of the Remonſtrants , reic- 
Qed by this Synode)docth in his latter writings, 


buc eſpecially in the TraQare, entitled , Of God, _- 


and hu attributes, make bold with,not one ortwo 
Articles of: the reformed Religion, butmoſt of 
the fundamentall heads of Divinitiez namely, 
fuch as concerne the Trinitic of perſons in the 
Godhead, the Simplicity, Infiniteneſſe, Immen- 


ſitie, Eſſentiall Omnipreſence, Omniſcicace, 


Omniporencic , Wiſedemc, and Immurabilicic 
of-the Eſſence of God; as alfa concerning the 
| Creation , the Prouidence of God', the Hypo- 
ſtaticall Vnion of two oatures in Chriſt , the full 


and perfe& SatisfaQion performed by Chriſt for | 


our linnes, the Tuftificatiop of man before God 
by Faith , and many other Articles particulari- 
f:4, as well by the moſt high and mightie King 
of Great Britajae, as by divers profeſſed Diuines; 
tie ſaid Parſizuc in thaſc points, partly calling in- 
requeſtian manyrthings, rheeertaive and reſo]- 
- vedrrueth wheroof hath long {iace out of Gods 

word beene received, and profeſſed by all refor- 
med Churches: and partly ayonching ulraly 
many hings contrary to the tryerb of God, re- 


ueajod in the haly Seriptures, and tothe Conteb | 
lions of att Reformed Churches, opeachieg 
Fill | Gods 


80 The Smoads/entence 
Gods glory , hurtfull ropictie and mans faluati- 
0n, and either wholly conſorting, or very ncere 
bordzring vpen the blaſphemics of rhe baletull 

heretique Socenze. | 

And morcouer,thathe ia many paſſages of his 

writings, doth moſt dangeroufly vndermine the 
chicte grounds, founded vpon Gods word , and 
thence foundly deduced both, by vencrable An- 
tiquitic, andalſo by later Reformed DoRors, for 
the eſtabliſhing of orchodoxe Dottrine;eſpecial- 
ly ſuch as proouec the etcrnall Deitie of our Lord 
leſus Chriſt, without ſubſtituting in the place of 
thofeargumeats,any other for the further confir- 
mation of true dofrine. Alſo,thar he vſcth bulily 
to propoiid,&vrgeto the vemoſt ſuch ſophiſmes, 

as may inuoluc and encumber the Trueth ; and, 
as for alloyling them, neuecr to attemptit, but ra- 
therto leaue them in their full trength, that they 
may ſticke in the mindes of his readers. So tharic 
maniteſtiyappeareth, that his intenc was cun- 
ningly to make way for the ſecret inſtilling of 
the impious herefies of S927 and others: and 

.that he,vnder pretence of inquiring,doth beftirre 
himſelfe to ſeduce others. And ftoramends, hee 
hath, though to no purpoſe,endeauoured for the 
hiding his ſaid fleights , to dawbe them ouer with 
diuers vaine diſtin&iens,friuolous excuſes, wiet- 
ched {hifrs, and jugling diſsimulations. 

And therefore, that not only this his diflolute 
licence in Scepticall queſtioning of the principall 
heads of Chriſttan religion, his ſlippery , owns 
15502 FE ull, 


full, aad winding manerofteachingis pernicious | 
wt Gods Church, ill beficting ſuck-highandſa- 
cred matter , andinthat regard moſt vnworthy 
an orthodoxe teacher; bur. more eſpecially, that 
his doctrine ir ſelfe cocerning many veryweigh-. 
ty points, is in nowiſccobetolerated inRefor- 
mee Churches & Schooles, but ro. bee thence ba- 
nithed and rooted our, with deteſtation, as being | 
contrary both to the word of God, and: to the | 
Coafeſlions of the Reformed. Churches, impi- 
ous, blaſphemous, and many wayes contumelj- 
ous againſt the Maicfty and truth of God, | 
 Burasfor Conraans Vorſizus himlſelfe , who as 
yet bath abatedno whit of his errors, and hath 
obſtinatcly contemned the admonitions , and 
iudgements of . Reformed Princes, Doors, 
Vniuerſities, and Churches, not caring to make 
ary due reparation of that ſcandall, which by 
his Bookes hee hath rayſed , the Sywode>decla-- 
reth him to be altogether vaworthy the fun&i- 
on, and name of an Orthodox Profeſſor , and 
DoRaor. ried 08h 
Laſtly, this Synode doth carneſtly , and fer- 
uently intreat the 1iluſtrious and mighty LL 
the Eftates General, thatthay-would bee pleaſed 
by their authoritie, .quickely to take away this 
 ſcandAl. from. the- Reformed:Churches ; and 
with all to take,order that cheBelgiqueChurches 
be no longer infeQed with this ſpotte, and with 
fuch .Herefics' , and blaſphemous opinions; 
and that. for the, efleQing beereof the wr 
of this Vor/fius, and of —_ the like, may with 
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all poſGible caution bee fapprefſed.. And withal) 
prayerh ynco.God, mareand more to-kegps, and 


\ The Decree... + 


eftabliſhthe-Reformed: Chuiches in peace; and. 
inthe profeſsion of Qrchodox DoArmne, agatn(k. 
ſuchiprophane Feerches,, and .coneations, and: 
confuſioas, ariltng ) 
co-enlighten , and bring backe. inro-che way of 
truth, the faid (arradus Vorſirus; and all others, 
that wander. with him, tha the Charchimay re. 

ioycr; rather for chew couuctiien, then their one 
fulton. [14 8 


P "© q 
Concliuded, ana propounced inthe N atianallSy- 

'  noaeof Dori, May, ,} 1619. 
$53: This we teſ(1fe, FHETSI 1. 


lohquncs Bogen, þ Prcfident. 
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outof them : and mercifwlly. 


he Decree, » 


of rhe Uniner(ity of Leiden, it therefore belon _ 
moſt property to themſelues to uetermine that whi 


es fit en his caſe. | 
Whereupon accordingly they remoue the gf | 1) 1-18 
ed Conrade Vorſtius from his funitions in the. 148 
ſayd Uninerſity , and from henceforth callin his ffi» We. 
pend there. eAnd foraſmuch as it ts enident, that his 
remayning in theſe agree met tothe com. 1.1 
mon weale, as tothe Church , they baniſh him out of W 
Holland, and Weſt- ds yas ing him to depart © | 
. thence within the ſpace of /4. of {4X6 $1 OX , and not tore- ; +. JR 
ture thither. vpon ſuch arbitrary penalty as (hall in © 11:08 
that caſe be infleited upon him, as a troubler of the 
publique peace ; vordang 1 hm notwithſtanding, for | 
the diſcharge of hrs taurney ,, the halfe yeares fhpena, 
 whercinto Ted ts nom entred. 
Moreouer they-cammand , that ſpeczall letters Fa 
diſpatched to him, mhexeby he may i certified of theſe 
particulars with expreſſe charge unto hims to adareſſe 
himfelfe to the pawn" - rag 
the Hage June 77 164 9, 
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